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December Meeting ’

by Paul Kaluschke

Well, the year was almost over. The last meetinghef
year was very well attended. We had a pile of peopl
poking around the clubrooms and eventually afte th
meeting we adjourned to under the tree out fronttlie
Christmas BBQ and nosh up.

It's been a big year again for the club, with tedt shed
extension at the front being finished off and theSbhle
layout being put back into running order on all 3
mainlines.

The coming year brings more fun work for membetise-
new N scale Exhibition layout and the new HO Scale

'j‘- ,lf v

Exhibition layout probably being our main endeawofar
the upcoming year.

In amongst it all will be our usual attendancesshows
and building up the permanent layouts some more.

Front Cover

This months’ front cover is a photo taken of Mikeyle's
current endeavour as seen a month or so back daneg
of the Tuesday Nighter's gathering | got to.
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RMCQ Management Committee

Bruce Harper President 3264 5494
Dallas Quaife Vice-President 3204 4072
Richard McTaggart Vice-President 3886 0376
John Cloake Secretary 3264 1770
Paul Cummings Treasury 3358 2481
Paul Kaluschke "SMember 3224 5442

Clubroom Presentations

Any member wishing to talk on any topic can seei@ra
Mackie or phone him on 3272 1687. If you havequest
for a particular presentation on a topic dear toryeart,
also give Craig a call.

Our Club

Meetings are held from 2:00pm on the second Sayustfla
each month (exhibitions permitting) at members' ésror

in the clubrooms. Working sessions are held every
Wednesday from 10:30am, and running/working session
are held on the fourth Saturday of each month & th
Clubrooms. Clinics are also scheduled for the iséco
Saturday of each month. These include all facéth®
hobby, drawing upon the particular knowledge ofbclu
members in their area of expertise. Organised iieBvare
sometimes held on the fourth Saturday of the motbld
Drinks and Tea/Coffee are available in the clubreom
Visitors are most welcome.

January Meetings

Don't forget that the January meeting will heldtoe 10"
January at the RMCQ Club Rooms at 2:00pm.

A reminder to the Executive that their next meetim@n
Wednesday 28th January at 7:00pm at the RMCQ Club
Rooms.

Donations to the Club

The N Scaler's have now received a great donatam f

John Josephson. He has donated a fully built 8dsdbco
and a bunch of container well wagons and contdilia¢r
wagons. Also there's a bunch of John's quick coetaito
run in them.

It's great - we now have a train to run if we fdrgebring
our own or just want to run a great container train

Please just remember - don't leave the containéos the
wagons when you are finished, as it will distoerthover
time.
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The Club Shop

by Craig Mackie

At December we had the Club Shop stocked with KB#5'
and #58’s. Well wasn't that a stupid move! Wedsolt

25 pairs of #58's by Wednesday! | assume theret mus
have been some pent up demand somewhere. Well that
made me mad. So with the help of Austral Modetcraf
now have more #5's, #5’s with metal whiskers, #58sl
#58's with metal whiskers to repopulate the Clulpish

All these are without boxes. We also have a spolekof
boxes, which will be sold separately.

So we will be selling the couplers for the followin
prices:-

#5 per pair $2.20
#5 with metal Whiskers per pair $2.20
#58 per pair $2.70

Railway Modellers’ Club of Queensland Inc.
2

The $ehore Volume 18. No. 01



Railway Modellers Club of Queensland Inc

Post PO Box 5264 Brendale, QLD, 4500

Rooms RMCQ Clubrooms, Buckley Park,
Terrence Road, Brendale QLD 4500

Web  www.rmcg.mixedpk.com

email rmcg@mixedpk.com
#58 with metal Whiskers per pair $2.70
#232 Boxes per pair $0.60
#232 Boxes per 5 pair $2.80
#232 Boxes per 10 pair $4.50

The Club Shop also has lots of Foam inlays — Boténd

HO in both long ways and cross ways. We also hélle

a resupply of decoders during December. These are
starting to go up in price, so if you want sometet old
prices, you better see Craig.

We had planned to cut up timber for another 60ag®@r
trays during December, but due to the financiaisyiboth
the Club not having much $ in the bank, my creditdc
being full with Wagons, KD and decoders for the [£lu
and the shop having lots of stock but no cash,ltashad
to be delayed until potentially the January Longeénd.
We will try and pick up some 4.75mm MDF on the
January meeting, but not cut it up until the Mondéyhe
Long weekend or the February meeting day. We tiope
still be able to do these for $2 per tray. We wdke when
we get the price of the MDF from Jandon.

We have couplers to burn, Foam Inlays, and lots of
decoders. We need to convert some of this intb aasve
need to buy some MDF to build more storage tragst in
now for Decoders before the price goes up even more

Bulk Purchases by Craig Mackie
After the December Meeting we got a couple of extra
orders for a few of the On Track Models Louvre Vans
We also got an order for 3 more on the Tuesdaytni§o
Wednesday we tried to contract them but their phoas
playing up. So tried again Friday and Voila gatotigh!
But | had problem with the fax — | may have sert thx
upside down but don’t tell PK! So On Track Modedsg
me in the arvo and mentioned that they had notrgofax
so | sent it from home. So this delay meant thatweuld
not get a delivery on the Friday before the weekeBdt
with Saturday being my son Kyle's birthday thereswe
way | would get to the Club.

Monday rolls around, and yes, we get a delivery thet
missus is around the corner at her sister’s pl&®l have
to wait another day! So on Tuesday she will hea@NT

at Riaweina Road in Salisbury and pick up our garde
intend to get to the club on the Tuesday or Wedmgsd
before New Year to take the purchases over.

It would be appreciated if the purchasers would {hesjr
money’s for the wagons as soon as possible. vedea
surprise this afternoon when On Track Models rargg m
again asking if | received the package. | told hime
story. He advised that he had included an extc& p&3 x
GLX wagons in Grey. Well these will go into theu®l
Shop and | think there are some nice raffle pripesiext
year. | will discuss with the Club Executive aboutat
we will do with this great bonus of $135 value. stJtor
the record we have spent over $2,500 with this
manufacturer in the last couple of months. Theralso
plenty of more bulk purchases in the pipeline nexr.

The Austrains’ website advises that the MLE flatgoa,

TME pipe carrier, and FME LCL container Wagon wéth
containers will be available around 25th JanuaBo to

save on postage, we are again advertising a bdée.or

So far we have 2 MLE wagons available and 2 TME pip
carrying wagons still available. These come ir¢hpacks
with the MLE’s $145, TME’'s $149.50 and the FME’s
$195. They also packs of LCL Containers separaély
$30 for 6. If you are interested please call Craiidp your
order before 25 January. We would then expectatee h
these for distribution before the February Meeting.

PK, is also interested in obtaining some Austrains
Victorian Cement Wagons. PK has his eyes on sorag G
or Green or Blue ones in diminishing order of prefiee.

So while we are placing an order for other Aussdiits,

we will try and make another packet of this stufiny
takers?

We also have a request for some Trainorama Brakes Va
of the Victorian ZLP or VVBP classification, from a
couple of members. We have orders for 2 vans harem
make a better transaction for all concerned. Sasd
contract Craig with your requirements.

Cassino Capers by Craig Mackie
| have finally completed my baseboard and havedp lo
complete in Acacia Ridge Yard. This first loopclsse to
12m long. | can stack a few trains end to endhat toop.

| was planning a running session on the layout aifiew
locals (Tuesday Nighters) on the 30th December, Ibut
could not get the reversing loop wiring at Acacialde
running properly. So this event was cancelledthechext
day | was off to Dick Smiths for some wire and stadled

a track bus and eventually if was working satisfebt on
31st December.

The first train went from Grafton to Acacia Ridge New
Year's Day in the morning and return in the aftemo
with a visit to the out-laws in between. All raairfy well.
It takes just over 15 minutes to run from one ehdhe
layout to the other. It takes considerably longeyou
have to wait to cross someone coming the otherwithy
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CONTRIBUTIONS

Contributions to this magazine can be made to thtofal
Team in any of the following methods: - in writiffast
preferred method) or on 3%2" floppy disk in standéfdrd
Processing product format, on CD-ROM or DVD, vja
email, or they can be provided in hard copy fornd &me

text can be scanned in. The contributions camlblee form

of book reviews, experiences, modelling projectib c
news, prototype news or basically anything.

Please address all submissions via one of the above
methods to: -

Paul Kaluschke (PK)

18 Merrett Avenue

Zillmere QLD 4034

Phone: 3224 5442

Email: mixedbag@optusnet.com.au

another train. So in fast clock time, it takesrappnately

2 hours 37 plus minutes for an express run fromeorkto
the other according to the timetable - This is with
stopping for safe working purposes at each croskiog
on the way. All the points have to be preset ivaade for
this to be achieved. Acacia Ridge to Grafton may b
quicker as it is down hill!

Every two months from February | plan to gradualtid
one extra loop to Acacia Ridge Yard, so more traars be
stored here and start from here for the runningises.
That will give me until December 2009 to have thisd
complete, that is if the track and point work ddesn
bankrupt me first. | have future plans for somenf®
loops and will have dual gauge going north of Aaaci
Ridge - however that project is a couple of yedfsyet,
but if | see some bargain 12mm track or a piec&2ohm
rolling stock or two you never know | may purchdsem.

On Boxing Day | went to work on some more NOCY
wagons, but realised that | did not have any 1myrese.
Arghhhh! No wonder Australia Lost the Test Maashl|
could not do modelling on the day. So off to tHalCon

the Saturday and purchased some 1mm styrene frem th
Club Shop. Now I have truck loads. So on the &ynd

cut out the sides for my next 3 NOCY's and 3 moith w
the doors removed. | now have to fit the undeorflsill

and the ribs to the sides of these wagons oveméxe
couple of weeks.

Also on Boxing Day, | spray painted my 5 Broad Gaug
Models, RQZY 5 pack well wagon that has been gjttin
around for a couple of years. On the following day
assembled it, and the day after | added the dptais.
While in the painting mood, | also painted a US Wel
Wagon to be a nice Australian Grey colour, and also
painted an Australian Steel carrying wagon blackl an
fitted wheels and couplers on the following dayaldo hit

a few old matchbox cars from my youth (really chiddd)

a nice under coat of grey so | can use them ad detas.

On the way to the Club on the Saturday 27th, | weat
Horizon Hobbies and picked up a NSW PMX steel plate

carrying wagon. This was a Christmas present froyn
Father-in-law. | may in the future end up scrétciiding
a few more of these - but that could well be nexans
Christmas activity.

One thing that has been highlighted with the cotigueof
the top deck, is that | need lighting for the bottol made
a trip to Bunnings and found the small fluoro Ighhat
can be chained together (6Watt and 10Watt oneshleoe
is quite a bit of cost involved here. Particulawen at
first | just want to test them in place before Iajbout and
install them to provide light for Grafton Yard.

So with the track basically laid, except for someuad
the Cassino Roundhouse and the North Fork whiciveh
pulled up and won't relay until | finish the Cassin
Roundhouse, my attention has turned to scenetlink |

will start south and work my way north. | will tan an
expert to get some guidance. But this may not atatil a
few months down the track as funds are requirgzhiooff
my wagon debts and the forth coming CPH railmotor a
the end of this month.

Club Library News by Bruce Harper

This month we’ve gotten in another good range aflieg
materials, these being some of them:

“Right on Track” December issue from NMRI.

“Train Talk” Oct/Nov/Dec issue from DDMRC.
“Model Railroad News’ magazine - December issue.
“Model Railways in Australia” magazine - issue 2.
“Model Rail’ magazine - December issue.

"Motive Power" magazine - Dec/Jan issue.

"Scale Rails" magazine - Jan issue.

"Mainline" magazine - Summer 08 issue.

"Model Railroader" magazine - Jan issue.
"Continental Modeller" magazine - Oct issue.

Layout Coordinators

So that everyone knows who's who to talk to abbet t
layouts for the club, here are the fellas to tallabout the
respective layouts:

HO Scale Clubroom Layout
HO Scale Exhibition Layouts
N Scale Clubroom Layout

N Scale Exhibition Layouts
U-Drive Layout

Bruce Harper.
Darryl Dilger.
Paul Kaluschke.
Dallas Quaife.
John Cloake.

N Scale Exhibition Layout Update
by Dallas Quaife

Progress has been a little slower then expected: that
the holiday season is over we will be able to getidin it.

Railway Modellers’ Club of Queensland Inc.
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Redcliffe Travel

For expert & professional advice
on planning your next holiday

* All Domestic & International Airfares

* Package Holidays * Cruises
* Rail (including pension vouchers)

* Travel Insurance * Coach

* Foreign Exchange * Car Hire

Contact fellow RMCQ Member Paul

Phone 3284 5192 Fax: 3284 19p1

93 Redcliffe Parade, Redcliffe Qld 4020
Email: paul@redcliffeworldtravel.com.au

We plan to have the track and electrical work fieid by
the end of the month. We will commence the landsap
in February.

The layout has been entered in to the AMRA shoMay.
As you can see it will be all hands on deck tosiinthe
layout in time. Please let me know if you are dblassist.

We will continue to welcome your suggestions and
comments, but would appreciate if they were fornedrtb
myself via the club email addressi{cq@ mixedpk.con).

N Scale Clubroom Layout Update
by Paul Kaluschke

Nothing much has happened since last time excepilpe
running on it. The next step we'll be taking is foe to
document the electrics of the layout which in tuvill
allow us to label all the switches and points aodtoller
so we know what is what.

Once this is done we can draw up a list of scepasjects.
You know - a timber mill here, an intermodal fagilthere
etc. Where piles of trees will be, where roads wd| we
can also decide on the theme - you know - Ausdiamk,
or US or France etc and is it Summer, or Spring/orter
etc. All that sort of stuff needs to be decidedamad then
we can plan it up in stages so people can do tHeasa
mini-projects.

HO Scale Exhibition Layout Update
by Paul Kaluschke

Now that Darryl is settling down into his new jaxpect a
flurry of work to commence on the new HO Exhibition

layout. Stay tuned to this column in future issudere
Darryl will detail the happenings on the new layastit is
designed and built. 1 understand that probably wieek
after the January meeting, a lot of module buildiily be
done. Not sure where, but call Darryl and he'll yeu
know what, when and where.

Here is the last diagram we got from Darryl.
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Registered Tax Agents
Licensed Securities Dealer
Tax Return Preparation

Electronic Lodgement Service
for Fast Refunds

Phone: (07) 3379 8233 679 Sherwood Rd,

Fax (07) 33794946  Sherwood, QLD 4075
or PO Box 172 Sherwood, QLD 4075

December Raffles by Craig Mackie

As we all know we had a rather large Christmas Hambp
share around after the Christmas meeting. Treaflael
was made quite happy with the amount of ticketd,smhd
President Bruce was happy that the winner couldintite
Wheel barrow that the major prize was sitting irtpihis
small Blue car — Does that give the winner away yet

Tony Caston won the hamper, and dutifully donatesl t
wheel barrow to the club to be used on our manjepte —

like shifting mulch round the gardens etc. Thahires
me, Note to Executive - do we need to get another
shipment of mulch from the Council, or from Dargyl’
Landscaper friend over the December/January pewod
top up the gardens.

Second prize was the choice of foam inlay or DCGER
Decoder from the Club Shop. Tristan Harrison wiis t
and chose the Decoder.

Third Prize was two bottles of clean skins Kilcoyne
won by the resident wine connoisseur and alcohBlc,

Fourth prize went to lan Dingwell and was the buake
biscuits.

Fifth was a fruitcake and was won by Dallas’s Daagh

Sixth, was a set of plates and won by Craig Mackid
was his wife’s Christmas Present.

Seventh was some shortbread and was won by StemPul

Thank you to all that donated for the hamper ahdhak
purchased tickets. See you same time and plateyeax

Calling All Photographers

The club Historian, John Bergh, would like everydoe
dig through their collections and cough up (I méamd

over) any spare photos you may want to part witt th
shows the club as it has grown over the years.

This way we can document the history of the club
pictorially.

Club Raffles

| looked the other day in the cupboard and the oapb
was almost bare.

The little raffle we have every month are a godtleli
income to the club to help keep all those littlesbiand
bobs around that we need to help keep the clubnngto
along.

The prizes are all donations from members of soneesvh

between 5 and 15 bucks. So if you can see your tway
maybe picking up something “trainy” or such, and
dropping it off to a Management Committee member, i
would be very much appreciated.

Jim Hutchinson has been Conned!

Here is a photo just received from Jim. It seena tie
might have caved and will be making a few shopstlier
N Scale layout!

Maybe it can be used on the new Exhibition layoud &
not, the clubroom layout will definitely benefit.

Thanks Jim

Why do Thomas and Percy wobble from side to sidemvh
they roll down the tracks?

Because they're tank(ed).

Railway Modellers’ Club of Queensland Inc.

6

The $ehore Volume 18. No. 01



Modelling Tips & Tricks by Walthers
Conspicuity Striping

The Federal Railroad Administration issued newbifisy

rules in early 2005 that have changed the look afyn
freight cars and locomotives. While many railrodds/e
traditionally included reflective markings as pafttheir
standard paint schemes, it was not required by New
locos and cars built after May 31, 2005 are requi@
wear the white or yellow striping. Striping mustalbe
applied to existing cars and locos. By May 31, 2@Q0%
of every freight car fleet had to be equipped, 3@%ear
later and so on until May 31, 2015 when all carstnhe
equipped.

On your modern-era layout, conspicuity stripingcpla a
post-2005 time stamp on your locos and cars - efven
they're from railroads that no longer exist! Workiftom
prototype photos, modelling the striping is easyngis
white or yellow striping decals. Most applicatiamse 4 x
18", 4 x 9" or 4 x 36" stripes. For exact placement
compliance diagrams visit the January 3, 2005 Réder
Register website and look under the FRA for 49 patfe
exciting reading.

Grade Crossing Repairs

Grade crossings take a real beating from trairghvisy

traffic and the elements. Over time, pieces of akplrack
and disintegrate into gravel that gets swept awatydific,
leaving a large gap along the edge of the crosdiing.
you've ever driven over a rough crossing you'reilfam
with the feeling! Maintenance crews periodicalllf the
gaps with asphalt and gravel to smooth the surface.

The repairs are easy to simulate on your layouteQmur
crossing is in place and your streets are finisigetla flat
black permanent marker or paint pen and draw itestyu
shaped areas on the street side of your pavensaving
the crossing surface untouched. Don't overdo $t, gufew
marks along the crack between the crossing andnpave
are enough to make it look like cracks have bdedfi

Cassino Operating Session Summary
by Craig Mackie

On Saturday 3rd of January, | invited PK, Darree aad
Geoff Burns over to Cassino for an operating sessimwv
that | have track operational from one end to ttieeiofor
continuous operations. We started with a famgetion
session on the loop names, locations, plug in poind
some basic rules, like not to stand in White Mask#fl
Areas on the floor (this is where the aisles acertarrow
to allow passing of operators), as well as othatshabout
point operations and manual reversing loop operaib
Grafton and Acacia Ridge, etc. This familiarisatiwas
conducted under the strict "No Alcohol Limit" inré@ on
Cassino. But as everyone (but me) had to driveehthray
could not exceed the 0.05, so we never pushedrtfieas
we only had two stubbies each.

What better way to spend a Saturday night, runait@in,
having a natter, and enjoying ourselves. PK alsaidht
along a 35+NN pair from Austrains and a selectibold
time carriages, many being four wheelers, to suppta
my train armada. Everyone brought along their
PowerCabs with their curly cord, so they could heyged
into my NCE SB3 as Procabs. That is why we are
currently limited to four operators. In the futdrplan to
upgrade to a full 5 Amp system so we can potegtialh
with as many as 8 operators, which | think willifiteasily
when the layout is totally finished in another 25

So at the start of the session, we had trains ngnfiom

Acacia Ridge south and Grafton north. At one stage
had 4 operating trains meet at Cassino. The 6R0AS

in the dock waiting its next trip. A goods traimsvin the
main platform heading south, and another goodsimvdse

loop also heading south. They were both waitingnfiy

freight going north that had to take the Goods Yard
clear the way for the first of these two trains head

further south. At this stage we also had an X2G&<rail

tractor in the back platform road, and an 80 Class on

the rail carrying train in the far yard at the mognd of
Cassino. There was also 3801 in the Loco abowgeto
coaled.
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At half time, we pulled stumps, had a coffee, band
biscuits, with a talk about lots of stuff. Afterwéhile we
resumed for some more layout running. I'm sureds
taking well over 30 minutes for the operators to their
trains from one end to the other. | think for tbole
night, PK probably only did two complete circuits tbe
layout. PK was last to leave after 11:30pm at higWe
started running about 8:00pm. Generally, everyone
commented that the trains ran smoother and béider the
last time. Hopefully there will be more improverten
each time these guys vis{fAs usual Craig has the figures
wrong! PK did one lap only. The longest anyone wlab
1% circuits - It's a long run, plus we did havekigs and
coffee half way through - Ed)

During the night we had a couple of incidents thetuded
runaways on the helix, a couple of derailmentsyel as
lots of fun. We also had some issues logged inldhe
book which have since also fixed, and some sugyesti
for further improvement made. It is planned by the
management that we will have four such of thesgiaff
Operating Sessions at Cassino, by this crew, dwerest

of this year - the next being over Easter weekandther

in July, followed by September and then again in
December/January - in the Christmas/New Year Hyglida
period.

At the next session there will be an extra stotegek

Photo of Cafe in NZ, by John Cloake

operational in Acacia Ridge Yard, and for the &égsion,
we will have a further two tracks operational. hwill
allow more trains to be stabled here in lieu ofihgwso
many at Grafton. However, what the concerted efifor
getting rolling stock on the track into useableinsa
consists has highlighted is that | do not have ghou
motive power available to pull all the trains. Givthat
some trains are over 16 bogie wagons (over 13 feeg),
we really do need two or three locos on the fronhéy
are branchliners to pull them up the grades. Tkis
balanced by having quite a number of quite smaihg
with seven to ten ballast wagons with two 48 Clas®s
on the front. In the era that | model there wenenarous
trains that ran with 2, 3 and even 4 locos up aher
Border Ranges. The operating session also higkligh
that | need to assign someone permanently to Acacia
Ridge Yard and Grafton Yard (A single person could
handle both as the yards are above each otherpve the
trains up on the loops after a train departs, stviag
trains have somewhere to arrive into and free taimhine
for a subsequent departure.

What a great time! Bring on the next Operatingsgss
Thanks for coming over guys.

March Styrene Building Activity
by Craig Mackie

On the 4th Saturday in March we will be runninguglda
standard NOCY wagon or the modified version without
the doors. Cost for attendees will be $15 eachis @ets
your entry and will pay for your first wagon. Yauill
have to buy your own bogies for this wagon. Thevi2C
version is what is required and cost approxima$yo5
per pair. Included in the cost will be all therstye needed
to build your chosen wagon and a pair of KD#5'sor F
subsequent kits it is expect to cost $10 per wagon
styrene (and couplers). The club shop will receirefits
from the days activities.

You will need to bring the following, a cutting mea
sharp knife, a steel ruler or two, some styrenee,glu

Railway Modellers’ Club of Queensland Inc.
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tweezers and yourself. We will go through assemgothe
wagon, cutting up styrene to produce this wagore Will
provide instruction to follow so if you don't getfinished
you can take the instructions and the parts tctiinjour
project. If time permits we will attempt to sprpgint the
wagons at the end of the day. So if people aerasted
we need the names of those wishing to attend arice ma
their own styrene wagons. We will also need tovkrib
you will require any additional wagon kits. Jusivise
Craig at the January or February Meetings as weneéd
to pick up some of the Evergreen styrene shapebsen
may have to await delivery of these.

Cutting mats, knives and steel rulers are availédnesale
on the day.

Club Lockers

A reminder that there are lockers available to fents10
a year at the clubrooms. | find ‘em handy to keepes
everyday items down at the club and not have tahegn
there all the time. SO see Richard if you wantckéo.

Building an Aussi Car in N Scale
by Trevor Luckman

A couple more shots of the finished ute on the lyo

Not sure if this was John Cloake's number plateend was in NZ or
someone elses!

Sound Decoder Antics by Greg Beal

Model GWR 45xx class Small Prairie Tank
Manufacturer Bachmann Branchline

Gauge (0]e]

Decoder Loksound V3.5 Micro

Sound Project  South West Digital (UK) - 2/4 Cyl GWR

Recently | invested in a sound decoder for my GW&sE
45xx tank engine.

As | wanted to get as close to prototype soungmasible,
| undertook some Internet research and found Sdleht
Digital (http://www.southwestdigital.co.uk/) in théK had
something akin to what | required. Several emailerl
they advised that their sound project was basedhen
GWR Mogul, however with bit of tweaking it shoule b
able to reproduce similar requirements for a numifer

GWR based engines. | trusted them to understand the

prototypes more than | could way down here in QgJ s
forked over the dosh (thankfully before the Audd@lar
began its freefall') and bought two decoders (leha\0-6-

0 Pannier Tank Class 87xx that | wanted to ‘chipd ghis
will be the subject of a futurarticle). If a prototypical
sound project for a 45xx class becomes availabléhén
future, | can always send the decoder back to tKefdy
reprogramming, or use a Lokprogrammer to do it rfiyse
(If I get that financial again!).

Railway Modellers’ Club of Queensland Inc.
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The reason why | went the ‘micro’ rather than ttendard
was that South West recommended the smaller detoder
fit into the very tight body of these two modelsmiy
have to sacrifice some sound volume though. In allsm
room/shed there does not appear to be an issuén laut
larger space the volume does reduce somewhat!

Step 1 — Removing the undercarriage

The first thing to do is carefully remove the brake
gear. Do this by gently prying away each of the
horizontal ‘cross members’ from their vertical
supports.

Next remove the Front and Rear Bogie (pony
truck) screws. A word of caution, keep the Front
and Rear fixtures separate from each other when
storing away.

Finally unscrew the Front and Rear Chassis
screws and gently pull the chassis away from the
body.

Step 2 — Removing the body from the ‘baseplate’

Unfortunately | forgot to take a photo of this step

but it is fairly easy.

You will notice a screw at the front and another at
the rear of the baseplate/body combo. These
screws hold the two parts together.

You need to remove the body from the baseplate
in order to perform some modifications in the cab

so that the sound decoder speaker will eventually
fitin (see Step 5)

Step 3 — Removing the ‘coal load’ from the bunker

The ‘coal load’ in the bunker, along with the
bunker front plate in the cab are one unit.

It is held in place by the downward pressure of
the cab roof/cab rear wall.

Gently pry the cab roof/rear wall vertically to

release the bunker ‘coal load'.

Gently pull the ‘coal load’ component out and
return the cab roof/rear wall to its natural
position.

If you flip the body over, you should get

something that looks like this:

This photo shows the interior hidden shelf andabiter
cab plate (unsure of that is the correct term. lsane the
readers will correct me!)

You should end up with the following parts:

Railway Modellers’ Club of Queensland Inc.
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Step 4 — Cutting away the bunker front plate

Here | am sacrificing detail for practicality. As
you would be extremely hard pressed to see the
bunker front plate detail when inside the cab, |
decided to remove this so that the decoder
speaker would be able to fit under the interior
hidden shelf of the bunker area.

Using a razor saw, | had initially cut away this
front plate below the holding ‘cab lugs’ of the
‘coal load’. The original intention was to return
this holding of the ‘coal load’ in the bunker byeth
cab roof/wall.

Replace the screws to join the body to the
baseplate.

Step 6 — Preparing the decoder wires

The decoder’s wires come pre-wired to an 8 pin
‘in line’ connector. We will not need this
connector, so solder off the wires from the
connector.
As the model does not have directional lighting or
any auxiliary connections to accessories (as yet!),
trim these redundant wires to the same length
(purely for ease of storage) and place a small tube
of heat-shrink over the end to isolate the wires.
- The only wires left should be the power pickups

However, | later decided to cut away the ‘cab and motor control.

lugs’ altogether as it would have been a tedious

activity to do this.

So in retrospect, cut away in line with the

underneath ‘flat’ of the ‘coal load’ to the bunker

front plate, so that only the ‘coal load’ remains.

Step 5 — Placing the decoder speaker in its locatio

Now the really fiddly bits start!

The wires from the decoder are extremely fine, so

dexterity is now called for. A tad hard with big

fingers but we will endure!

Place the speaker on the cab floor of the baseplate

and in the vicinity of where the bunker interior

hidden shelf will be when the body is _ - ;
repositioned. This will allow the sound to escape Step 7 - Removing the capacitors

through the open cab spaces. A bit of double- - The model comes with three capacitors located on
sided tape helps retain the speaker to the floor. the motor:

Gentle place the body back onto the baseplate,
feeding the speaker wires through a ‘wee gap’ to
the side of the boiler cab plate/bulkhead.

Railway Modellers’ Club of Queensland Inc. The $ehore Volume 18. No. 01
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As we will not be needing these under DCC, clip
them off:

Step 8 — connecting the drive control wires

Bachmann models have a small circuit board that
connects the power pickup wires to the motor via
what looks like a couple of resistors or something
(pardon my ignorance of electronics).

As the model is being converted to DCC we will
not need the wires that go from the circuit board
to the motor, so clip/solder these off.

Proceed with soldering the motor wires from the
decoder to the motor soldering lugs.

| cheated on this occasion and retained the circuit
board as the power pickup wires were very short
and | expected to have troubles joining the
decoder to them. If | was more adept at
electronics or had the will to pull things apart
even more, | could probably have removed these
altogether and directly solder the decoder pickups
to the brass pickups.

So | soldered the decoder pickup wires to the
same solder points as the current track pickups
terminate on.

Step 9 — Testing decoder motor function on testka

Before getting too carried away with putting
things back together, | thought it wise to make
sure that things were working as they should be.
So over to the DCC test track and connect the
NCE Powercab to the track.

Hurray!! We have engine/decoder id 03.
Change to new engine/decoder id:

Forward. Reverse. Accelerate. Decelerate. Good
so far!

Turn the sound decoder on.

Apply power. We have chuff chuff noises. Yeah!
Soon followed by whistles, safety valves blowing,
boiler blow downs, cylinder blow downs,
coupling, and coal shovelling. You beauty!

Step 10 — Making and installing the worm gear shdel

I was a bit concerned that the worm gear might
get tangled in those very fine wires, so | decided
to make a little shield for it.

| used 1mm styrene, but possibly could have used
something a tad thinner (0.5mm).

The shield consists basically of a right angle and
side bracing. Nothing special. It is held in place
on top of the motor with a piece of electrical
insulation tape.

Railway Modellers’ Club of Queensland Inc.
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Step 11 — Refit body/baseplate to chassis

Place the decoder and redundant wires up into the
boiler tube at the front of the body. It is the
perfect location.

Make sure the motor drive wires do not get
pinched between the body and the chassis.

Once all in place replace the front and rear cbassi
screws and the bogies.

If you are certain that you will not be pulling
things apart in the immediate future, replace the
brake gear. Personally I left mine off the model as
most of the time no one will be seeing it as the
intention is to run the model, not admire the detai
underneath it!

Step 12 — Replace the ‘coal load’ in the bunker

You thought I had forgotten this bit didn’t you?

As | was not sure whether | would be returning to
the cab/bunker area in the future for any
modifications, | did not want to use styrene glue
to reattach the ‘coal load’. Instead | dabbed a bit
of PVA around the edges and replaced in the top
of the bunker. That way if | ever needed to pop it
out in the future, | could.

Step 13 — Touch ups
Touch up any paint that may have been knocked
about. My main area was the front buffer plate
struts at the front of the boiler.

Step 14 — Go and Enjoy!

WOO WOO, CHUFF CHUFF CHUFF CHUFF, WOO

For Sale - Nothing this month

Wanted

Craig Mackie is after some more PECO LH Large Curve
Points in HO scale.

December Modelling Competition
by Craig Mackie

The event has been run and won again for another 12
months. | think we need start off by saying a thignk

you John Guest from Horizon Hobbies at Warner. nJoh
again this year donated his time and judged thatevide

also presented a gift voucher to the winner of dhdge's
Best Winner.

So what did we have this year, well we will list gle
entries and hopefully PK will also add photos dafteantry
(Over the next few issues | think - Ed)

1. End Bulkhead Flat Wagons with Loads submitted by
Bruce Harper

2. Relaxing - an HO scale deck chair by Craig Macki
and No there will not be an N scale or even T gauge
versions!

3. A scratchbuilt NSWGR NOCY wagon by Craig Mackie

ANOCY by a NODY !I - Ed

4. A block of Suburban Shops by our own Master
Modeller Jim Hutchinson

Railway Modellers’ Club of Queensland Inc.
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8. Coal Station by Matthew Fawke

We'll have more of Jim's shops in the next issue.

5. A Cold St building f kit by Gigepl
° ores building from a paper kit by GEga 9. Modern Coaling Tower by Matthew Fawke

6. Heavy Duty Flat top wagon by Dallas Quaife

10. Western Union Hotel by Matthew Fawke

7. A test track model in N scale with a bit of segnby
lan Larsen

Railway Modellers’ Club of Queensland Inc. The $ehore Volume 18. No. 01
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HORIZON HOBBIES

45 Whimbrel Street Ph/Fax: (07) 3264 8058
WARNER, QLD 4500

www.horizonhobbies.com.au

John Guest at your Service

Specialists in Australian Model Railway Items

Trading Hours:
Monday to Wednesday 10:00am to 4:00pm
Saturdays 9:00am to 1:00pm

Large range of products for the Kit Builder, Scratch
Builder and Super Detailer including — AM Models,
AMC, ARHS, AR Kits, Atlas, Ausbuildings, BGB,
Campbell, Chickadee, Chuck’s Ballast, Data Sheets,
Decals, Dapol, Floquil, Flushglaze, lan Lindsay
Models, Inform Rail, Kadee, Kalmbach, K&M,
Kerroby, L&C, LaBelle, LJ Models, LRRSA,
Microsoft, MiniModels, Oz Controllers, Paasche,
Polly-S, Powerline, Pro-Edge Tools, Queensland
Outline Models, Rollingstock, Sentinel, Shinohara,
Squadron Tools, TLB Paints, Trackside Trees, Train
Hobby, Treetops, Uneek, Weico

Large range of New & Used Books, Slides
and Videos

11. Station and Hut by Matthew Fawke

12. Coal Hut and Shed and Truck by Matthew Fawke

13. N scale Superfreighter with locos and well weggby
John Josephson.

14. Concrete/Gravel works diorama by Peter Jones.

Railway Modellers’ Club of Queensland Inc.
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The Winner of the Encouragement Award Trophy was la
Larsen for the Test track. We expect that lan puit his
skills to good use now to help with the scenicing &ack
laying on the N scale Clubrooms layout and the méw
scale Exhibition layout.

The winner of the Kit Improved Trophy was Bruce plar
for the Bulkhead Flat wagons.

The winner of the most Popular Award Trophy juddsd
all in attendance was Jim Hutchinson for his Blaifk
Suburban Shops.

The Judge's Best Trophy this year also was awéméitn
Hutchinson for the same entry. There is no way to
describe it but Awesome, Excellent, Amazing, ....

Well done to all who submitted entries and thosg tton
a prize. See you again next year. And start thinebout
what you will be working on over the next 12 monfbs
next year's entry.

Copyright

Articles contained in this publication remain eelyr the
property of the author and the RMCQ and may not be
reprinted without the written consent of the authowr
RMCQ Management Committee.

Hot off the Press — or Maybe Not

Congratulations to the DDMRC - they have gottensiad
of their new clubrooms down!

Good 'ol Ted wondering if he should go for a waikthe
wet cement to leave his footprints for posterity.

Cutoff Date for Articles for Next Issue

Just so everyone knows, the cutoff date for theiptmf
articles, reports, pictures, advertisements ant $oicthe
February issue of Semaphore will be 1:30 am onr8aju

the 7" of February.

RMCQ January Meeting

RMCQ February Meeting

Sandgate PCYC Show

RMCQ March Meeting

YEAR 2009

Sat 18 January from 2:00pm
RMCQ Clubrooms
Buckley Park, Terrence Road
BRENDALE, QLD

RMCQ Running Day/Work Bee Sat®danuary from 11:00am

RMCQ Clubrooms
Buckley Park, Terrence Road
BRENDALE, QLD

Sat 14' February from 2:00pm
RMCQ Clubrooms
Buckley Park, Terrence Road
BRENDALE, QLD

RMCQ Running Day/Work Bee Sat®&ebruary from 11:00am

RMCQ Clubrooms
Buckley Park, Terrence Road
BRENDALE, QLD

Sat 7" March 9:00am — 5:00pm
Sun & March 9:00am — 4:00pm
106 Kempster Street
SANDGATE, QLD

Sat 14" March from 2:00pm
RMCQ Clubrooms

Buckley Park, Terrence Road
BRENDALE, QLD

Railway Modellers’ Club of Queensland Inc.
16

The $ehore Volume 18. No. 01




