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January Meeting         by Paul Kaluschke 
 
The January meeting was a tad smaller than the Christmas 
one with only just under 2 dozen in attendance. All that 
Christmas / New Year cheer I think laid low quite a 
number who were probably still trying rid themselves of 
the few extra kilo's put on over the break. 
 
So we didn't really talk of much during the meeting except 
for the normal stuff a club has to do to keep itself above 
water and running.. 
 
Mainly we then talked about the new N Scale and HO 
Scale Exhibition layouts. These are progressing well and 
more info in their relevant articles further in this issue. 

 
So besides the usual guff about running the club, we 
hunkered down for some cake and bikkies, tea and coffee. 
 

 
 

Front Cover 
 
This months’ front cover is a shot I took on a recent 
Tuesday Nighter's that was held at Peter Leslie's place. It is 
an HO scale layout mostly Aussi in flavour. 
 
And what detail! Peter says he's been at this one for about 
15 years I think he said. Well, it sure is a beaut and well 
worth the look at.  
 
More photos further in this issue. 
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Clubroom Presentations 
 
Any member wishing to talk on any topic can see Craig 
Mackie or phone him on 3272 1687.  If you have a request 
for a particular presentation on a topic dear to your heart, 
also give Craig a call. 
 

 
 

Our Club 
 
Meetings are held from 2:00pm on the second Saturday of 
each month (exhibitions permitting) at members' homes or 
in the clubrooms.  Working sessions are held every 
Wednesday from 10:30am, and running/working sessions 
are held on the fourth Saturday of each month in the 
Clubrooms.  Clinics are also scheduled for the second 
Saturday of each month.  These include all facets of the 
hobby, drawing upon the particular knowledge of club 
members in their area of expertise. Organised activities are 
sometimes held on the fourth Saturday of the month.  Cold 
Drinks and Tea/Coffee are available in the clubrooms.  
Visitors are most welcome. 
 

 
 

January Raffles 
 
The monthly raffle was won by Dallas this time round! He 
walked away with a mini-screw driver set and parts 
containers. Well done mate. 
 

 
 

Membership 
 
Hmmm - one of our younger members has taken up a new 
career. He has joined the ranks of the Morticians. We only 
found out after over-hearing a few jokes between him and 
his mates - things like "give me a hand", "coming over for 
a cold one" and "liven up - you look stiff as a board".  
 
So Andrew - I hope you do well in your new job - at least I 
hope the "clients" don't give you any lip! 
 
Well, thanks to the big fella - one got away! Fellow club 
member Wayne has had a narrow escape after coming off 
a ladder at great height at work. Luckily being a sparky, 
he's got a tough noggin! He's up and about, but at present 

finding it hard to get around until he can get back behind 
the steering wheel. Hope you mend quickly mate. 
 

 
 

March Meetings 
 
Don’t forget that the March meeting will held on the 14th 
March at the RMCQ Club Rooms at 2:00pm.  
 
A reminder to the Executive that their next meeting is on 
Wednesday 18th March at 7:00pm at the RMCQ Club 
Rooms. 
 

 
 

Upcoming Shows 
 
Sandgate of course! 7th and 8th of March.  Always a good 
one, so come on down for a look see and in so doing help 
out the PCYC. 
 
Then it's only a short whole to the Brisbane show being 
put on by AMRA at the Ekka grounds on the 2nd, 3rd and 
4th of May. 
 

 
 

Close-Coupling EUREKA’S CHG 
Brakevans          by Jim Hutchinson 
 
The February issue of AMRM contains a comprehensive 
review of the Eureka CHG brakevan model, which was 
brought out in conjunction with the LCH and CCH 4-
wheel coal hopper models. In the review it was mentioned 
that a number of these brakevans had been permanently 
paired by close-coupling, to provide additional control 
behind longer rakes of the coal hoppers. 
 
The reviewer, Craig Warton, suggested that the models 
could be altered to simulate close coupling by removing 
the buffers from one van. Being in possession of two 
CHG’s and, at the risk of permanently mutilating one of 
Ron Cunningham’s excellent creations, I decided to give it 
a go, as follows... 
 
1. The sacrificial van was inverted and the coupler 
assembly unscrewed from one end. The couplers are a 
clone of KD 5’s so I put it carefully to one side for future 
use. 
  
2. The buffers were removed from this same end. 
Now this involves a fair amount of patience, as the sprung 
couplers are retained behind the buffer beam by a tiny 
circlip (the tiniest I have ever seen – what a great piece of 
miniature engineering!) set into a groove in the buffer 
shank. I managed to slide each circlip out of the groove by 
depressing the buffer head and pushing the clip off with 
the aid of a small ‘precision’ screwdriver. This was the 
hardest part of the exercise! 

RMCQ Management Committee 
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John Cloake       Secretary  3264 1770 
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3. The buffers are a tight friction fit into the buffer 
beam and were withdrawn by carefully twisting and easing 
them out. Again these were set aside for possible future 
use. 
 
4. A coupler assembly was unscrewed from the 
second van. 
 
5. A drawbar to link the vans together was 
fabricated from 0.040” (1mm) styrene strip, to the 
dimensions shown in the sketch below, and painted dark 
grey. The holes were drilled to comfortably (but not 
sloppily) accommodate the retaining screw on one van and 
the pin on the other. Holes at 16.5mm centres seem to give 
enough tolerance for the completed unit to negotiate Peco 
small radius points without interference from the buffers, 
although the buffers are fairly lightly sprung and may be 
able to cope with a slight amount of compression on tight 
curves. If a stronger drawbar is required it could be 
fabricated from brass, etc. but as I intend my unit to 
always trail the train, just like the real thing, styrene should 
be strong enough. If not, it’s easily replaced with 
something better. 
 

 
 
6. The drawbar was screwed into the coupler screw 
hole, to a point where it sat as horizontal as possible while 
retaining free lateral movement. 
 
7. A drawbar pin was fixed into the coupler screw 
hole on the other van. I used a short length (about 7mm) of 
10BA screw minus head, but brass (or even styrene) rod 
could be used. If the van is trailing there is not a big load 
on the drawbar. As an alternative the drawbar could be 
screwed to each van, but I preferred to be able to separate 
them whenever they were being handled. 
 
see photo top right of this page 

 
 
 

 
 
8. In the AMRM review it was also mentioned that 
the Westinghouse brake should be removed, but this would 
be for prototypical accuracy – its position doesn’t affect 
the close-coupling exercise. 
 

 
 

Railway Modellers Club of Queensland Inc 
 

Post PO Box 5264 Brendale, QLD, 4500 
 
Rooms RMCQ Clubrooms, Buckley Park, 

Terrence Road, Brendale QLD 4500 
 
Web www.rmcq.mixedpk.com 
 
email rmcq@mixedpk.com 
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9. The following photos illustrate the difference 
between standard and close coupling. 
 

 
 
10. If the end result isn’t to your liking you can 
always do the exercise in reverse to retrieve the original 
form, although I would wish you lots of luck in replacing 
the circlips!  
 
11. Astute readers will note that CHG 12355 was not 
one of the permanently close-coupled vans. According to 
the reviewer, 9151 was paired with 10980. For prototype 
accuracy one day I may make the necessary correction – 
one day – maybe.... 
 

 
 

Club Library News                by John Nicol 
 
This month we’ve gotten in another good range of reading 
materials, these being some of them: 
 
"Right on Track" Jan/Feb issue from NMRI. 
"Scale Rails" Feb issue. 
"Victorian N Scale Collective" Jan/Feb issue. 
"Continental Modeller" Nov issue. 
"Continental Modeller" Dec issue. 
"Model Railroad News" Feb issue. 

And yes - I got conned by Bruce to be the librarian! 
 

 
 

Dithering with Darryl            by Darryl Dilger 
 
So where has the Ex Prez been? 
 
Well as stated at the AGM I have taken a new Job as 
Paramedic at a coal mine in Central Qld. 
 

 
 
How does this thing work, take a picture of yourself in the 
mirror, After a trip down the under ground mine. 
 
Well yes working a 12 on 8 days off roster flying in and 
out of Mackay. Mine is 32 km outside Moranbah which is 
two hours drive west of Mackay. 
 
So for more important things, What do you do on your 
time off, well modelling trains of course. 
 
I have purchased a aluminium carry case, which nicely fits 
a foam storage tray and a range of tools to undertake your 
planned activity. 
 
My first project, is to decal some RUB coaches which 
Chris built some time ago. Have all the needs desk 
(workbench) and storage area which is also my bedroom 
etc. 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Contributions to this magazine can be made to the Editorial 
Team in any of the following methods: - in writing (least 
preferred method) or on 3½" floppy disk in standard Word 
Processing product format, on CD-ROM or DVD, via 
email, or they can be provided in hard copy form and the 
text can be scanned in.  The contributions can be in the form 
of book reviews, experiences, modelling projects, club 
news, prototype news or basically anything. 
 
Please address all submissions via one of the above 
methods to: - 
 
Paul Kaluschke  (PK) 
18 Merrett Avenue 
Zillmere QLD 4034 
Phone: 3224 5442 
Email: mixedbag@optusnet.com.au 
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Well (last picture on previous page) there’s the storage 
area, complete with laptop with internet access, which 
converts to a bed when needed. 
 

 
 
A desk which is a handy work area. 
 

 
 
And of course a refreshments bar to ensure that the 
appropriate fluids are consumed in the harsh environment 

of Central Qld. The hobby area is air conditioned at your 
desired temperature. Modelling is only briefly paused by 
the need to go to work or sleep.    
 
The drive from Moranbah to Mackay is entertaining at 
times where the road runs parallel to the rail line for about 
40 kms, first train I spotted had approx 98 wagons full of 
coal heading east from the export terminal. Trains of the 
area will be the subject of another update. 
 

 
 

Calling All Photographers 
 
The club Historian, John Bergh, would like everyone to 
dig through their collections and cough up (I mean hand 
over) any spare photos you may want to part with that 
shows the club as it has grown over the years. 
 
This way we can document the history of the club 
pictorially. 
 

 
 

Sam the Answer Man from Kadee 
 
This article is from Kadee and is their January issue of the 
Sam the Answer Man series. 
 
Happy New Year everyone! I hope everybody got a lot of 
nice railroading stuff for “CHRISTMAS”. Not only got a 
lot of stuff but the stuff you really wanted and needed. 
Now you are spending some quality time with your family 
enjoying this hobby the way it should be, sharing your 
time and skills, building, fixing, operating, laughing with 
family and friends, and eating far too much. But most of 
all remembering what this season is all about then 
retaining that feeling throughout the entire year. Usually 
with every new year we take time to reflect on the past 
year then we make the inevitable new resolutions for the 
year to come. Hopefully, most are actually achievable 
practical goals like spending more time with your family, 
being kinder, helping others without being asked, saving 
more for the rainy days of life, sharing your time and 
skills, learning something new, overcoming your fears, and 
of course, building that layout, putting DCC into all your 
locos so you won’t “need” to buy more, helping someone 
new into the hobby, dusting off those unbuilt kits and 
sharing the building time with your children or grand 
children, trying out those new Kadee® whisker couplers 
and more good stuff like that. Have a Happy New Year 
and make those resolutions achievable goals so next year 
when you reflect back you can see what you’ve 
accomplished and really feel good about yourself and what 
you have accomplished. 
 
Now back to some model railroad information. We have a 
number of new product coming out this year. Some we can 
tell you about and some we cannot. We are working on the 
“offset” series of the #148 whisker coupler and as they are 
completed they will be released individually. Many of you 

Redcliffe Travel 
For expert & professional advice 

on planning your next holiday 
 
* All Domestic & International Airfares 
* Package Holidays                     * Cruises 
* Rail (including pension vouchers) 
* Travel Insurance          * Coach 
* Foreign Exchange                     * Car Hire 
 
Contact fellow RMCQ Member Paul 
Phone  3284 5192    Fax:  3284 1991 

93 Redcliffe Parade, Redcliffe Qld 4020 
Email:   paul@redcliffeworldtravel.com.au 
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 have noticed some packaging changes like our bulk 
coupler packages are now in envelopes rather than the 
blister packages. We have done this to reduce labour and 
material costs so we can keep the product prices down. 
Now with the recession in the economy getting to all of us 
we have to look at cost savings just like everyone else. So 
in the future we’ll be changing a number of things (except 
quality) to reduce costs so we don’t have to pass them 
along to the consumer. 
 
We’ll be attending the West Springfield, MA Amherst 
Train Show on Jan. 24th and 25th. This will be our first 
time there and if we have a good productive experience we 
may attend more often. We may have a number of 
products to sell at a reasonable discount too. Come by and 
see us, we’ll be in booth 39 next to Lionel in the Better 
Living Centre building. - Once again Happy New Year to 
all. 
 

 
 

German Model Train Maker Märklin 
Goes Bankrupt 
 
The credit crisis has reached Germany's legendary model 
train manufacturer. Märklin filed for insolvency on 
Wednesday, citing a breakdown in talks for a loan. 
 
Märklin, the 150-year-old German model train 
manufacturer, declared bankruptcy on Wednesday 4th 
February after talks with banks to extend a � 50 million line 
of credit broke down. 
 
In spite of strong sales in 2008 -- the company posted a 
turnover of � 128 million -- Märklin was in talks by 
December to extend a � 50 million line of credit. It 
obtained one extension through January 31, but even in 
January the firm couldn't cover salaries to its roughly 650 
employees. Talks for a further credit extension ended 
without a deal. 
 
Märklin releases no profit statements, but Kingsbridge 
Capital of Britain and the New York investment bank 
Goldman Sachs bought the company in 2006. 

That takeover failed to solve credit problems that had 
plagued the company since 2004. Märklin closed a major 
factory in Sonneberg, Thuringia, in the former East 
Germany, in 2007 -- part of a round of cuts that led to the 
loss of 400 jobs. 
 
Märklin is based in the Swabian town of Göppingen, in 
Germany's southwest, but also has operations in Hungary. 
The firm started in 1859 as a small factory producing 
dollhouse kitchens. In 1891 it started to build model trains, 
and in 1935 introduced its famous electrified "HO" line of 
scale-model miniatures.” 
 

 
 

N Scale Exhibition Layout Update 
           by Dallas Quaife 

 
The paint fairy has visited the new modules and given 
them a top coat of paint.  
 
The finished product looks great. The photo below was 
taken while the job was in progress. 
 

 
 
They have been joined and the track connecters inserted. 
 
The electrical work and ballasting and back boards should 
be completed over the next month - check it out at the 
March Meeting. 
 

 

������������������
 

Registered Tax Agents 
Licensed Securities Dealer  

Tax Return Preparation 
 

Electronic Lodgement Service 
for Fast Refunds 

 

Phone: (07) 3379 8233       679 Sherwood Rd, 
Fax (07) 3379 4946      Sherwood, QLD 4075 

or PO Box 172 Sherwood, QLD 4075 
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N Scale Clubroom Layout Update 
     by Paul Kaluschke 

 
Well - sorry to say that nothing much more has been done 
except to try and keep it clean and remind everyone it's not 
an unloading dock to put your train cases on :o) 
 
I did get a bit carried away when painting up the 
Exhibition layout modules and some green trim happened 
to appear on the legs and facia of the permanent N Scale 
layout. 
 

 
 
 

HO Scale Clubroom Layout Update  
       by Paul Kaluschke 

 
Also due to lots of work being done on the new HO 
Exhibition layout - the permanent one is coming second in 
work being done on it - except for Keith! 
 
Keith has been doing some gardening on it. He has made a 
removable wall on the right hand side of the large 
passenger platforms and added some greenery. 
 

 
 

 
 

HO Scale Exhibition Layout Update
  

       by Paul Kaluschke 
 
Lots has been going on with an email group in action and a 
link on the club website with updates so you can track it 
all. 
 
http://www.rmcq.mixedpk.com/new_ho_layout/new_ho_la
yout.html 
 

 
 
The top deck is being knocked onto the modules as I type. 
Maybe some paint is heading the modules' way as well to 
seal them all up. 
 
Names are being thought of for the scenes that will be built 
and track designs fine tuned. 
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Back left we see Keith as a blur - never seen him work so 
fast! Bruce in the middle with Bob on the right. 
 
Darryl had made all the templates and drawn up the timber 
work and the then away the boys went with Darryl and cut 
and cut and cut and hammered and screwed away until the 
boards took shape. 
 
Gotta say, they do look good and should last a long time. 
With the templates and such we can make more at the drop 
of a hat as well. 
 

 
 
Above is one of the more recent drawings of the trackage. 
Of course it's still all changing and finalising every day. 

 
 

Cassino Capers            by Craig Mackie 
 
Well I started out the month, fixing 20’ containers to 5 old 
80’ NSW and Victorian Container wagons.  I have another 
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two wagons but no bogies to go under them.  As 
mentioned last month I now have a motive power issue 
with not enough available to run all my trains.  So I spent 
some time a few Saturdays ago fixing up an AR Kits 45 
Class Loco that had previously been fitted with a decoder.  
It had issues with the gear tower cover popping off and the 
drive shaft disengaging.  Very annoying and making the 
loco unusable.  We know that the 45 Class is a very good 
hauler so having this available would be very good indeed 
for my roster.  So two bits of fine wire were wound around 
the bogie and gear tower and twisted tight.  A test run 
revealed that it now seems to work.  So there is one more 
loco available!  I also had a Reverse Livery Lima 44 Class 
loco that was earmarked for a decoder installation that 
never occurred.  So after about 1 hour, I installed the front 
and rear LED headlights and the front and rear LED 
cablights and voila, Loco # 2 was also added to the roster. 
 
I had been putting off for some time the next purchase of 4 
decoders, so I finally progressed this and have scheduled 
the install of three decoders into 48 Class Locos, and I may 
even take the big jump into putting a decoder into my 
Austrains 36 Class loco.  If I do this it will allow my steam 
fleet to now total 4 locos, and to include a Eureka Garratt, 
an Austrains 35 Class and Lima 38 Class and now the 
Austrains 36 Class.  I would like to get a Trainorama 32 
Class but the stories about decodering it are putting me off. 
 
It is amazing what a week does.  I did install decoders into 
two Powerline 48 Class locos.  I was hesitant about 
installing the third decoder into the next 48 Class as it had 
a Trax mechanism.  However, a bit of lubrication on the 
test track and it now runs quite well up and down the track.  
So this conversion is now back on and is the next one I 
plan to do.  I was going to put a D13SR decoder into the 
36 class but I think common sense has prevailed so I 
purchased a Digitrax DZ125 decoder. This fits between the 
drive wheels of the 36 class underneath the locomotive as 
per the installation instructions on Marcus Ammann's 
website.  This is a very ingenious location.  I have 
everything I require to complete this install, I just require 
the motivation and the potentially 2 hours to actually do it. 
 
I also fitted a KD to the front of the 35 Class loco on the 
weekend but it turned out to be a bit low.  So I will have to 
replace that with a long, underset KD this coming weekend 
when I visit the Hobby Shop.  I think I will need to pick up 
some more KD washers also, I seem to going through 
these pretty fast as I find a bogie here or there that is 
slightly under standard height. 
 
Just last weekend I also installed two decoders into 2 more 
48 class locos, this time these were owned by David and 
Raymond Mewes.  They will probably collect these this 
weekend.  Now that David has some good NSW locos 
chipped, he can get rid of that damn On30 rubbish he runs! 
 
I spent Sunday a few weeks ago cutting up some Pine to 
the size of some 20 foot and 40 foot containers.  I plan to 
use the Johnny Josephson patented method of fixing some 
paper container pictures to the wood block and then 
placing them on some wagons interspersed with the real 

things.  Hopefully no one will see the difference.  Doh!  I 
shouldn't have told people as they will start looking now. 
 
Since the last meeting I have had 4 running sessions on my 
layout.  I have had my standard crew of Darren Lee, Geoff 
Burns and PK over for one night, as well as special 
individual sessions with both John Nicol and Chris Black.  
Just last night (Thursday) I had Darryl and Chris Dilger 
and PK over for a long running session.  I can't believe that 
as soon as Chris started to run a train, he found a raised rail 
tack that this particular loco that had previously run over 
on the same section of track about 6 times, and the loco 
snagged the tack.   I think we will have to call that Dilgers 
Law - whenever a train loco is run, it will snag a raised 
track nail.  Darryl besides running a few trains around also 
doubled headed my Eureka 620/720 railcar, with his and 
took it for a spin from Cassino to Murwillumbah and back 
to Cassino and then onto Grafton Yard.  Chris just had to 
get his Eureka Garratt out and hauling about 20 maybe 
more Eureka CCH or LCH coal hoppers and a CHG 
guards van from Acacia Ridge to Grafton.  It was a slow 
trip as we kept putting him away in the loops as opposing 
movements and trains already stored in the loops were 
causing the controller some headaches.  And it was only 
Chris driving as well. 
 
Some things to mention is that my NCE SB3 continues to 
function very well, but does limit me to just four cabs (or 
operators).  When someone comes a-cropper on a set of 
points and creates a short the SB3 peaks out at over 4 amps 
output until the short is fixed.  Normally with my 30-40 or 
so locos on the track and most having power run through 
their circuitry, I am only pulling 400 to 600 milli-amps.  
This includes 4 sound locos.  I have just today started 
negotiations with the Financial Controller for a Power-Pro 
5 Amp system and transformer.  At the same time, I will 
upgrade the PRO-CAB to radio and install the re-chargable 
batteries.  When that does arrive, I will then send my other 
two cabs away for the Generation 3 radio upgrade of my 
CAB04PR and the install a radio board in my 
POWERCAB.  I will also get these upgraded to use 
rechargeable batteries at the same time.  With a 5 Amp 
system installed, I will then implement power districts 
(smart comment from PK here)[hehehe - I'll fool the 
blighter and not put in a smartarse comment - PK].  If I 
ever get that many operators I may have to stop providing 
beers for those that turn up as it will keep more very poor.  
So as negotiations proceed, I could purchase the new 
system in April, July or August.  I'll let readers know how 
negotiations proceed. 
 
I expect to place an order for a Eureka CPH this week in 
the hope it will turn up in the next few weeks.  I just 
cannot wait to get my hands on one of them.  Actually I 
want two of them, but just cannot afford them.  Unless the 
Federal Government gives me a few payments of $950 for 
my kids.  But I actually think these payments are a waste 
of money and there are probably better ways for the 
Government to target more needy people than myself.  But 
I digress! 
 
I have been doing some planning of the tracks at Acacia 
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Ridge Yard.  With 5 lengths of flex track, I will complete 
Loop 2.  Another 10 lengths will see loop 3 completed, 
and a subsequent 12 will complete loop 4.  I also need a 
few sets of Peco left hand curve points (6) to complete 
these loops.  I have also identified that there are at least 
three other points, the right-hand large at the start of 
Acacia Ridge, the left hand large at Kyogle on the main 
crossover just next to the platform, and another left hand 
curve at the Hotham Street Level Crossing at Cassino also 
need replacing.  That is the price we pay for using second 
hand points sometimes. 
 
I have also been identifying areas of track that need slight 
modifications, like track power feeds that have broken off 
(bad solder joint) etc. a silly undulation in the track around 
the helix just as you enter Nammoona Loop - this section 
accentuates any coupler issues and you get breakaways 
here.  That is a problem as this is near the top of the helix 
and you train can run away for quite a while if you don't 
catch it.  These are in an issues register that will gradually 
get fixed potentially over the next two weeks.  There is 
currently no point in watching the cricket on TV at night.  
I think I could do better that some of the current players.  
Bring Back ROY!  I also found a section of track that 
when sets of points are set in a particular configuration the 
track is dead, so I will add some jumper tonight to fix that. 
 
All the trains on my layout are gradually getting a run as 
the running nights are cycling through the trains in the 
loops at Grafton, and those parked on the intermediate 
crossing loops scattered around the layout are being taken 
to the next loop and left there.  Someone just chooses a 
trains and drives it to a loop further on. 
 

 
 

Blog              by Craig Mackie 
 
I have created a blog  www.ca55ino.blogspot.com  that 
will track the evolution of my layout.  It will have some 
photos of my shed and layout that are not on the Club 
website.  So just check it from time to time.  It also tracks 
some other very nice (or soon to be nice when they are 
complete) NSW model train layouts. 
 

 
 

For Swap              by Craig Mackie 
 
I have a D18SRP 8 function decoder that I will probably 
not get around to using.  I’m looking at swapping this for 
some $, or swap for a D13SRJ with some $. 
 

 
 

Decoders Fitted                by Craig Mackie 
 
Just a reminder that Craig will attempt to fit decoders into 
your locos if you are too scared to try. 
 

 

Decoder Recall - TCS M Series  
              spotted  by Craig Mackie 
  
CS has recalled some M series decoders shipped late last 
year. 
 
Notice: We have a recall on M-Series decoders shipped in 
December of 2008 where we discovered a problem with 
the motor drive. If your M1 decoder is not running 
smoothly as expected send it back to us for a free repair. 
To know for sure if your decoder needs to be repaired read 
back CV's 250, 251 and 252. CV 250 will have the month 
the decoder was programmed, CV 251 will have the day 
the decoder was programmed, and CV 252 will have the 
year your decoder was programmed. Decoders whose 
dates are Dec. or late Nov. 2008 should be returned for 
repair. 
 
http://www.tcsdcc.com/ 
 

 
 

December Modelling Competition - 
More Pics            by Paul Kaluschke 
 
I suppose I should - I did promise a few more shots of Jim 
Hutchinson's entry after all. 
 

 
 
Above we see the whole row of shops in HO Scale. 
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Wanted 
 
Craig is after some PECO large LH Curve points. 
Craig is also after an Austrains 80 class loco shell. 
Craig is also after some (lots of) 2CM bogies – can trade 
some others if required! 
 

 
 

Copyright 
 
Articles contained in this publication remain entirely the 
property of the author and the RMCQ and may not be 
reprinted without the written consent of the author or 
RMCQ Management Committee. 
 

 
 

Club Raffles 
 
I looked the other day in the cupboard and the cupboard 
was almost bare. 
 
The little raffle we have every month are a good little 
income to the club to help keep all those little bibs and 
bobs around that we need to help keep the club motoring 
along. 
 
The prizes are all donations from members of somewhere 
between 5 and 15 bucks. So if you can see your way to 
maybe picking up something “trainy” or such, and 
dropping it off to a Management Committee member, it 
would be very much appreciated. 
 

 
 

Club Lockers 
 

A reminder that there are lockers available to rent for $10 
a year at the clubrooms. I find ‘em handy to keep some 
everyday items down at the club and not have to log them 
there all the time. So see Richard if you want a locker. 
 

 
 

What’s New         by Paul Kaluschke 
 
Athearn are bringing out in HO scale the Union Pacific 
Gas Turbine locos. These should out around about June 
this year. These will of course be DCC ready. 
 
Athearn’s Gas Turbine features: 
• Five pole skew wound armature  
• Hex drive line 
• Nylon worm gear  
• Directional pre-wired head lights 
• Molded Celcon handrails  
• Clear window glazing 
• Razor Sharp printing and painting  
• Insulated universal coupler pockets 
• Cab interior  
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• McHenry® scale knuckle spring couplers 
• Nickel plated, blackened, machined RP25 wheels 
• DCC Quick Plug Technology with 8 pin and 9 pin 
sockets 
• FULLY ASSEMBLED with road number specific details 
• Two speaker mounting points are molded into 
underframe, to fit up to 1.20" (30.48mm) in diameter 
 

 
 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
Atlas have announce a new N Scale model due for release 
in June - the Thrall 2743 Gondola. 
 

 
 
Features of the model:  
 
Prototypical scale height reflecting the new higher 
capacities standard.  
Fourteen side posts  
Separate ladders  
Detailed stirrups  
Accurate painting and lettering  
Ready-to-run 
 
The Thrall Car 2743 cubic foot gondola was introduced in 
1995. This new 52' 6" interior length design was in 
response to the newly allowed increase in Gross Rail 
Loading (GRL) to 286,000 lbs (up from 263,000 lbs). This 
allowed an increase of the inside height from the 
previously standard 5'0" to a new standard of 5'6", giving 
it a 2,743 cubic foot capacity. Thrall produced over 6,700 
of these from 1995 to 1999. The design resumed 
production under Trinityrail in 2005. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
Walthers has brought out a nifty HO Scale Hot Metal 
Bottle wagon. 
 

 
 

Some History on the UP Turbines 
 
After World War II, GE began work on a locomotive using 
a gas turbine power plant specifically designed for 
locomotive usage. The gas turbine had an advantage in that 
it could burn Bunker “C” fuel oil. Bunker “C” is a thick, 
low-grade oil that is a left-over when crude oil is refined 
into higher quality products like gasoline and diesel fuel. 
Being a residual of the refining process, it was both very 
cheap and widely available. GE’s locomotive gas turbine 
was about 20 feet long and created 4,500 horsepower, 
three times as much as a contemporary diesel. 
 
GE’s test-bed and demonstrator gas turbine locomotive 
was completed in November 1948. Numbered as UP 50, it 
spent twenty-one months testing on the UP, covering 
105,732 miles of operation and moving 349 million gross 
ton-miles of freight. UP’s first gas-turbine, numbered 51, 
was received at the Omaha shops on January 28, 1952. It 
had a full car body and a single cab. It carried 7,200 
gallons of fuel oil and 1,000 gallons of diesel fuel. In 
addition to the gas turbine, there was also a 250 
horsepower diesel engine. The diesel was used to move the 
locomotive around yards, power the auxiliaries, and crank 
the turbine. The locomotive weighed 551,720 pounds and 
was just over 83 feet long and stood 15 feet six inches tall. 
It rode on two sets of span-bolster AAR Type B trucks 
with a wheel arraignment of B+B-B+B. The gear ratio was 
74:18 that gave a maximum speed of 65 miles per hour 
and a starting tractive effort of 137,930 pounds. Like 
contemporary diesels, the gas turbines were equipped with 
dynamic brakes. 
 
On the demonstrator and the first six locomotives, 
numbers 51 through 56, the air intake was through banks 
of screened openings in the car body sides. These intakes 
would change through out the life of the locomotives. 
Locomotives 51, 52, 56, 57, and 58 had stainless steel Farr 
grills added to protect the intakes. Number 53 was changed 
to a roof mounted air intake which proved successful. The 
other five of the original group were converted to the roof 
air intake in 1953 and the second group, numbers 57 
through 60 were delivered with roof intakes. 
 
In late 1955, UP extended the range of the gas turbines by 
adding a 22,000 gallon fuel tender. The original 
assignment for the gas turbines was Ogden, Utah to Green 
River, Wyoming. When the second order was delivered, 
the gas turbines began operating further east to Cheyenne, 
Wyoming. With the addition of the tenders, they could run 
between Ogden and Council Bluffs, Iowa without 
refueling and that remained their normal operating range 
for the rest of their careers. Seven of the ten standard 
turbines were retired in 1962. The remaining “baby” 
turbines were retired in 1963 and 1964. 
 

 
 

RMCQ Vacancy 
 
The N Scale division of RMCQ has the following 
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vacancies in their Exhibition Layout construction team: 
 
Track ballasting expert – Start Late Jan 09 
 
Electrical / soldering technician – Start Immediately 
 
Landscape / Scenery trades’ person – Start Early Feb 09 
 
Painting Contractor – Start early/mid Feb 09 
 
Apply in person to Dallas Quaife or via email to 
rmcq@mixedpk.com.  
 
Previous experience as an expert in essential.  
All job applicants will be hired.  
Upon completion of current contract we guarantee to find 
all workers a position with the Exhibition Layout 
construction team in the HO division. 
 
Conditions of employment 
• Flexible hours 
• Modern workshop 
• Initial wages $nil 
• Wages will double after qualifying period 
• Environmentally  safe work area – No air 
conditioner 
 

 
 

Essential Items to Have in Your Tool 
Box when Visiting another Layout 
           by Clem Thompson 
 
[1]  A Bottle of Good Wine      [Rose'  Cabernet Merlot    
Sauvignon Blanc ] 
 
[2]  Yourself . 
 
[3]  A couple of LOCO's  [ Preset  ] 
 
[4] Set of Jewelers Screwdrivers [ P  Hd   Flat  ] 
 
[5]  Pair Needle nose Pliers  
 
[6]  Pair of Tweezers  [ Non Magnetic ] 
 
[7]  HO Standard Wheel Gauge  [ In case the host won't  
lend you his ] 
 
[8]  Kadee  Coupling set . 
 
[9]  A Full List of Excuses why your LOCO won't run and 
did at home . 
 
[10] A Small Hobbyknife  [ For slashing your wrist if you  
can't stand the ribbing  ] 
 
[11]  A Large Hammer    [ For smashing the LOCO that 
doesn't run properly  ] 
 
[12]  A Full List of your Rolling Stock [ DULY 

NOTORISED ]  made out to the Host as His so there will 
be no arguments when you give up the Hobby. 
 
[13]  No Bullshit as your Host will have enough for 
Everyone......... 
 
[14]  Above all a LARGE sense of Humour  !!!!! 
 

 
 

Toosdy Nighters         by Paul Kaluschke 
 
It sure was a great night over at Peter's with his fantastic 
HO scale layout. It is shaped roughly like a question mark.  
 

 
 
It doesn't actually cover as much real estate as say Craig's 
monster shed, but Peter sure has a lot of action and detail 
in the space he has built into. 
 

 
 
The mountain backdrops are not actually painted on the 
wall - they are 3 dimensional. Hence the backdrop looks 
fantastic and give a real depth to the layout not seen on 
many layouts. 
 
The water scenes are great with so much detail packed in, 
but without seeming over crowded. There is the lock wall 
and gate as in above, then there is the creek with the little 
jetty and the drain - top of next page. 
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Little scenes like this animal grid across the rails really 
make this a great layout. 
 

 

 

 

Cutoff Date for Articles for Next Issue 
 

Just so everyone knows, the cutoff date for the receipt of 
articles, reports, pictures, advertisements and such for the 
March issue of Semaphore will be 1:30 am on Saturday the 
7th of March. 
 

 

 

YEAR 2009 
 

 
RMCQ Running Day/Work Bee Sat 28th February from 11:00am 
  RMCQ Clubrooms 
  Buckley Park, Terrence Road 
  BRENDALE, QLD 
 
Sandgate PCYC Show Sat 7th March 9:00am – 5:00pm 
  Sun 8th March 9:00am – 4:00pm 
  106 Kempster Street 
  SANDGATE, QLD 
 
RMCQ March Meeting Sat 14th March from 2:00pm 
  RMCQ Clubrooms 
  Buckley Park, Terrence Road 
  BRENDALE, QLD 
 
RMCQ Running Day/Work Bee Sat 28th March from 11:00am 
  RMCQ Clubrooms 
  Buckley Park, Terrence Road 
  BRENDALE, QLD 
 
Ninth Australian  Fri 10th April to Mon 13th April 
Narrow Gauge Convention NORTH PARRAMATTA, NSW 
 
RMCQ April Meeting  Sat 11th April from 2:00pm 
  Buckley Park, Terrence Road 
  BRENDALE, QLD 
 
AGMRC Buy & Sell Friday 24th April at 7:30pm 
  Book-in from 6:30pm – 7:30pm 
  Zahel St 
  CARINA, QLD 
 
RMCQ Running Day/Work Bee Sat 25th April from 11:00am 
  RMCQ Clubrooms 
  Buckley Park, Terrence Road 
  BRENDALE, QLD 
 
AMRA Train Show  Saturday 2nd May 9:00am - 5:00pm 
  Sunday 3rd May 9:00am - 5:00pm 
  Monday 4th May 9:00am - 5:00pm 
  RNA Showgrounds 
  BOWEN HILLS, QLD 
 
RMCQ May Meeting Sat 9th May from 2:00pm 
  RMCQ Clubrooms 
  Buckley Park, Terrence Road 
  BRENDALE, QLD 
 
RMCQ Open Day Sun 17th May 11:00am - 3:00pm 
& Buy & Sell   Buy & Sell Check in at 10:30am 
  Sale starts at 11:00am 
  RMCQ Clubrooms 
  Buckley Park, Terrence Road 
  BRENDALE, QLD 
 


