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April  Meeting        by Paul Kaluschke 

 

We had over 20 people turn up for the April meeting. The 

main points to come out were that we needed to sell, sell, 

sell our raffle tickets at the AMRA show in May. 

 

Also that Craig's workshop on building a HO scale wagon 

went very well and all who attended had a good time and 

came out with a new wagon to run. 

 

Last was that the two new trailers would be ready for us in 

time to use for the AMRA show. 

 

 

 
 

 

Front Cover 
 

This month's front cover is another of mine from my 

Darwin - Adelaide train trip on the Ghan in March. 

 

Here we are looking towards Adelaide from Alice Springs. 

So you can see, that even mainlines get grass over them 

and can look like secondary lines. 

 

The pipes over the line are not to wash the train - but I 

didn't get time enough to check them out for their real 

function. Anyone? 
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Clubroom Presentations 
 

Any member wishing to talk on any topic can see Craig 

Mackie or phone him on 3272 1687.  If you have a request 

for a particular presentation on a topic dear to your heart, 

also give Craig a call. 
 

 
 

Our Club  
 

Meetings are held from 2:00pm on the second Saturday of 

each month (exhibitions permitting) at members' homes or 

in the clubrooms.  Working sessions are held every 

Wednesday from 10:30am, and running/working sessions 

are held on the fourth Saturday of each month in the 

Clubrooms.  Clinics are also scheduled for the second 

Saturday of each month.  These include all facets of the 

hobby, drawing upon the particular knowledge of club 

members in their area of expertise. Organised activities are 

sometimes held on the fourth Saturday of the month.  Cold 

Drinks and Tea/Coffee are available in the clubrooms.  

Visitors are most welcome. 
 

 
 

April  Raffles 
 

The monthly raffle for April had two prizes this time. 

 

The prize of a tin of Bikkies and a File set was won by Ian 

Larsen and the DVD "Railway Adventures across Europe" 

was won by Matthew Fawke. 

 

 
 

June Meetings 
 

Donôt forget that there is 

NO MEETING for June.  

 

This is because all the Management Committee will be up 

in Toowoomba for the DDMRC's train show. So the next 

meeting will be in July - 11th July in fact. 
 

A reminder to the Executive that their next meeting is on 

Wednesday 17th June at 7:00pm at the Club Rooms. 

Show Reports 
 

There was the AMRA show in May - I'll see if I can get a 

report from someone for the June issue. I know I had a 

good time. 

 

 
 

Upcoming Shows 
 

The DDMRC is hosting their usual big shindig on the 

weekend of the 13th and 14th of June, so come along. 

 

The club will have both new Exhibition layouts there as 

well. 

 

11th and 12th of July will also see the AGRMC show on 

over on the southside. 

 

 
 

Railroad Marriage Vows 
 

(you have to appreciate something of American railroad 

practices to fully appreciate this one) 

Dearly Beloved:  

 

We are gathered here today in accordance with regulations 

of FRA, AAR, STB and other regulatory bodies to unite 

these two units in M.U. service. If anyone takes exception, 

file your grievance or get in the clear.  

 

(Groom's name), Do you take this woman to be your 

trailing unit, tying down your pin lifter forever, and 

permanently restricting yourself from interchange service, 

even with newer, freshly-painted units, remaining coupled 

despite flat wheels, sticking brakes, even unto bad orders 

and major derailments, until you are both rendered unto 

scrap?  

 

If so, signify by sounding your whistle as prescribed by 

GCOR Rule 5.8.2, example 4.  

 

And, (Groom's name), do you promise to pull with this 

unit up ruling grades, using throttle and air wisely to 

prevent rough train handling, broken knuckles, and pulled 

drawbars, applying sand as necessary to prevent wheel 

slip, so that you both crest the hill together, regardless of 

the rail conditions and trailing tonnage?  

 

If so, signify by sounding your whistle as prescribed by 

GCOR Rule 5.8.2, example 4.  

 

And do you also promise not to cut away from your 

trailing unit, even when her side sheets have rusted 

through, and her paint job has faded?  

 

If so, signify by sounding your whistle as prescribed by 

GCOR Rule 5.8.2, example 4.  

 

 

RMCQ Management Committee 
 

Bruce Harper       President  3264 5494 
 

Dallas Quaife       Vice-President 3204 4072 
 

Richard McTaggart   Vice-President 3886 0376 
 

John Cloake       Secretary  3264 1770 
 

Paul Cummings       Treasury  3358 2481 
 

Paul Kaluschke       5
th
 Member  3224 5442 
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Now, (Bride's name), do you take this man to be your lead 

unit, tying down your pin-lifter forever, and permanently 

removing yourself from interchange service, even with 

newer series, high-adhesion, high-horsepower units, 

remaining coupled despite flat wheels, sticking brakes, 

even unto bad orders and major derailments, until you are 

both rendered unto scrap?  

 

If so, signify by sounding your whistle as prescribed by 

GCOR Rule 5.8.2, example 4.  

 

And do you promise to respond promptly to throttle and 

brake commands from your lead unit, handling your share 

of the tonnage, and helping your lead unit up ruling grades 

when necessary, being ever cautious to avoid unnecessary 

drawbar buff?  

 

If so, signify by sounding your whistle as prescribed by 

GCOR Rule 5.8.2, example 4.  

 

Do you also promise to remain coupled to your lead unit, 

even when he has a couple of traction motors cut out, and 

can no longer develop full horsepower?  

 

If so, signify by sounding your whistle as prescribed by 

GCOR Rule 5.8.2, example 4.  

 

Now, (Bride and Groom), as a token of your intent to 

M.U., make the joint and stretch the slack.  

 

By the power vested in me by the Division Superintendent 

and the Road Foreman of Engines, I now pronounce you 

permanently coupled.  

 

You may now cut in the air. 

 

(GCOR - General Code of Operating Rules) 

 

 
 

Calling All Photographers 
 

The club Historian, John Bergh, would like everyone to 

dig through their collections and cough up (I mean hand 

over) any spare photos you may want to part with that 

shows the club as it has grown over the years. 

 

This way we can document the history of the club 

pictorially. 

Club Library News                by John Nicol 
 

This month weôve gotten in another good range of reading 

materials, these being some of them: 

 

AMRM  June 2009  

Model Railroad News  May 2009 issue  

Model Railroader  June 2009  

Model Railways in Australia Issue 4  

Train Talk  (Darling Downs Model Railway Club)  issues 

225 and 226  

 

Each of the above issues has been filed in its relevant 

folder and is available for reading. 

 

 
 

N Scale Exhibition Layout Update 
           by Dallas Quaife 

 

For the AMRA show the layout will be operational with 

the centre module of mine as the main module and one of 

the corner modules completed as the golf course. 

 

 
 

N Scale Clubroom Layout Update 
     by Paul Kaluschke 

 

Richard, Rod and myself  have gotten together and decided 

on the next few items of work. 

 

A dead-end passenger line will now be added at the main 

railway station on the inside line. We will also make out 

own platforms so that they are all of the same style and 

height etc. There will be no pedestrian overbridge, we will 

make concrete paths across the tracks to each platform. 

 

You can see the idea for the platform access as laid out in 

balsa wood temporarily. 

 

 
 

Think of the station as being from a rural area. 

 

The end of the main marshalling yards will now be a 

mountain topped with rolling hills and a couple of farm  

Railway Modellers Club of Queensland Inc 
 

Post PO Box 5264 Brendale, QLD, 4500 

 

Rooms RMCQ Clubrooms, Buckley Park, 

Terrence Road, Brendale QLD 4500 

 

Web www.rmcq.mixedpk.com 

 

email rmcq@mixedpk.com 

 

http://www.rmcq.mixedpk.com/
mailto:rmcq@mixedpk.com
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houses. 
 

There will be a two lane bridge across from the mountain 

to the corner of the layout and a single lane bridge to the 

other corner. Below is a shot of the 2 lane bridge mock-up 

and the beginning of the mountain. 
 

 
 

So Rod has laid the track to the station and I've started on 

the foam work for the mountain and such. Richard as also 

started on the two bridges. 

 

Here is the one lane bridge that will connect the dirt road 

from the mountain across the mainlines. 
 

 

HO Scale Exhibition  Layout Update
  

       by Paul Kaluschke 

 

The HO'ers will have the exhibition layout up and running 

without scenery. There of course will be some trees and 

buildings spread around on it. But it is full steam ahead to 

get her up and running in time. 

 

Somehow I got roped into building the HO'ers a mountain! 

They must have gotten me during a weak moment when I 

had my hands armpit deep in plaster. So I started the 

mountain with a lot of foam-work and a pile of plaster and 

chux. The mountain will be in place but not completed 

fully for the AMRA show. 

 

Here is a shot of the mountain under construction. The left 

hand side will get a quarry and mining buildings and for 

the front, we'll try to con Tony into a nice portal. 

 

 
 

 

Below is a photo of Bob and Kev the sparkies for the HO 

layout. A lot of effort was put in so that the wiring will 

survive a long time and work well. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS  
 

Contributions to this magazine can be made to the Editorial 

Team in any of the following methods: - in writing (least 

preferred method) or on 3½" floppy disk in standard Word 

Processing product format, on CD-ROM or DVD, via 

email, or they can be provided in hard copy form. The 

contributions can be in the form of book reviews, 

experiences, modelling projects, club news, prototype news 

or basically anything. 
 

Please address all submissions via one of the above 

methods to: - 
 

Paul Kaluschke  (PK) 

18 Merrett Avenue 

Zillmere QLD 4034 

Phone: 3224 5442 

Email: mixedbag@optusnet.com.au 
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Here we see Richard and Bruce soldering the track joins. 
 

 
 

 
 

HO Scale Clubroom Layout Update 
     by Paul Kaluschke 

 

Keith and Bruce ripped up the outer track on the raised end 

closest to the door, and replaced it with new lengths of 

track. This has now gotten rid of the kinks and made trains 

run so much nicer around that curve. 
 

Here we see Keith laying the track. 

 

Modelling Tips & Tricks by Walthers  
 

 

Big Rocks 
 

 

Many railroads that constructed their lines along rivers, 

streams and ocean shores chose their routes because of the 

easy grades on the route. The problem many later faced 

was right-of-way erosion from flowing water. Check out 

railroad lines along watersheds and you'll see many lined 

with large crushed rocks called rip-rap. The large stones 

are usually 12 to 36" in size, depending on class, and are 

simply piled along the shore to slow water flow. 

 

Rip-rap is easily modelled using crushed rock or talus 

available from several manufacturers. Choose an area 

where your tracks run along a body of water, even if itôs a 

dry wash. Cover the shoreline nearest the tracks with 12-

36" rocks from the waterôs surface to the height of your 

subgrade and attach with glue. As long as the rock is the 

correct colour for the area youôre modelling, it doesnôt 

need to be coloured. If you need to colour it, use scenery 

colours or an airbrush. Unless the rip-rap represents new 

construction, add a few plants growing up through the 

rocks and reeds sticking up from the water's edge. 

 

 

Servicing Track Drip Pans 
 

 

In the steam and early diesel eras, service tracks had a 

layer of oil and sand sludge covering the ties. Cleanup 

efforts in the 1970s saw fiberglass drip pans and under-

track concrete-slab catch basins installed to catch spills for 

treatment and recycling. 

 

There are several designs of drip pans, but most have flat 

surface between and along the outside of the rails. For ease 

of shipping and installation, prototype sections are 5 to 20' 

long. Add a drip pan by cutting a strip of .020" thick sheet 

styrene to fit between the rails and on top of the ties (leave 

room for wheel flanges) and a pair of 2-1/2 scale foot wide 

strips to fit against the outside of the rails. If your service 

pad handles only one diesel, that's how long your strips 

should be. Double the length for two diesel lengths and so 

on. Scribe lines every 5 to 20' feet to simulate separate 

sections. 

 

Paint one side of the sheets; yellow is typical, although 

green and medium blue are also seen. Use a single bead of 

contact cement such as Walthers Goo® down the 

centreline of the ties to attach the unpainted side of the 

wide pan between the rails. The styrene will be held 

securely in the middle and the edges should ride up 

slightly on the moulded track spikes, creating a concave 

surface. Attach the thin pans against the outside of the rails 

next to the centre pan. Finish your pans by brushing on oil-

coloured drips and puddles. 

 

 

Redcliffe Travel 
For expert & professional advice 

on planning your next holiday 

 

* A ll Domestic & International Airfares  

* Package Holidays                     * Cruises 

* Rail (including pension vouchers) 

* Travel Insurance          * Coach 

* Foreign Exchange                     * Car Hire  

 

Contact fellow RMCQ Member Paul 

Phone  3284 5192    Fax:  3284 1991 
93 Redcliffe Parade, Redcliffe Qld 4020 

Email:   paul@redcliffeworldtravel.com.au 

 

 

 

mailto:paul@redcliffeworldtravel.com.au
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The Mount Morgan Railway 
   Photos sent in by David Philips 

              Text nicked from the internet by PK from: 
   http://mmarchive.rockhamptonregion.qld.gov.au/railwayHist.html 

 

On August 21, 1867, the railway line to the west from 

Rockhampton to Westwood, through Kabra, was opened. 

Later, when a railway line from Rockhampton to Mount 

Morgan became a necessity, it was decided to build the 

line from the nearest point on the western line, which was 

Kabra. To reach Mount Morgan, the line had to climb the 

Razorback Range, a height of some 968 feet above sea 

level, having a vertical rise of 376 feet. 

 

Initially, the line was built from Kabra to Moonmera at the 

bottom of the range, then up the range to Moongan at the 

top of the range and thence to Mount Morgan. The first 

section of the line from Kabra to Moonmera was opened 

June 15, 1898. The second section from Moonmera to 

Mount Morgan was opened November 26, 1898. The 

distance from Kabra to Moonmera was approximately 9 

miles, from Moonmera to Moongan 1.5 miles and from 

Moongan to Mount Morgan 2.5 miles, a total distance of 

about 13 miles (21 km). 

 

 

The line from Moonmera to Moongan, built parallel to the 

existing road up the Razorback was very steep, having a 

gradient of 1:16.5 and the standard steam locomotive 

required assistance from an Abt rack engine to handle the 

train up and down the Razorback range. In descending the 

range, the Abt rack engine was attached to the front of the 

standard engine, while ascending the range, the rack 

engine was attached to the rear of the train.  

 

The Abt rack locomotive, developed principally in 

Switzerland, was a powerful locomotive, having adhesive 

wheels and an independently powered engine beneath the 

boiler which drove pinions (toothed wheels) set between 

the adhesive wheels. These pinions meshed with the teeth 

of a serrated or toothed rack-rail attached to the sleepers 

midway between the normal running rails. This gave the 

necessary thrust or driving power to the rack engine. 

 

The rack-rail consisted of two parallel serrated bars, about 

2.5 inches apart and so arranged that the indentations on 

one bar were exactly opposite to the teeth on the other bar. 

There were two sets of pinions under the rack, arranged in 

such a manner that two pinions were always engaged with 

the teeth of the rack-rails at any time. 
 

 
 

Most rack engines, including those used at Mount Morgan, 

were built according to a system patented in 1882 by 

Roman Abt and first used in 1885. The standard of 

maintenance of the rack engine needed to be very high and 

they were regularly overhauled at Rockhampton with 

standard maintenance by the staff of the locomotive depot 

at Mount Morgan. There were eight rack engines and they 

operated for fifty-four years - from 1898 to 1952. 
 

There were only two rack railway systems in Australia, the 

other being on the private Mount Lyell railway in 

Tasmania which closed in 1963. 
 

With the view of a big increase in rail traffic coming from 

the Dawson-Callide Valley, especially the transport of coal 

from the Callide coalfields, and as the steep grade of the 

Razorback together with the time spent on connecting and 

disconnecting the rack engine considerably slowed down 

the service, it was decided to eliminate the rack section of 

the railway line and build a re-graded deviation line 

around the mountainside which could be operated by a 

standard locomotive engine. The deviation line has a 

gradient of 1:50 (compared with the rack section of 

1:16.5). 

Holland & Holland  
 

Registered Tax Agents 

Licensed Securities Dealer  

Tax Return Preparation 
 

Electronic Lodgement Service 

for Fast Refunds 
 

Phone: (07) 3379 8233       679 Sherwood Rd, 

Fax (07) 3379 4946      Sherwood, QLD 4075 

or PO Box 172 Sherwood, QLD 4075 


