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May Meeting by Paul Kaluschke Front Cover by Paul Kaluschke

We had over 20 members turn up for the meeting thig tim ~ Thismont hs 6 front cover is an
round. A fun part was where the treasurer, who was not Year's trip to Sitzerland and Germany.

there, phoned in his Treasurer's report to PK during the
meeting. Here we see the-80 loco called Plettenbergt the

historic train depdmuseumin Bruchhausen Vilsen in
It was also decided during the meeting that since each and GermanyOn her outings she normally runs from the depot
every Management Committee member would be up in to the village of Asendorf about 8 or so kms by train track.
Toowoomba at the DDMRC'show at the time the June
meeting would be or(13th and 14th Jung)that we'd The lbco was built in1927 by Henschel & Sohn
cancel the June meeting. Hence the next club meeting is Lokomotivfabrik, Kassel
now in July- the 11th July.
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RMCQ Management Committee
Bruce Harper President 3264 5494
Dallas Quaife Vice-President 3204 4072
Richard McTaggart Vic@resident 3886 0376
John Cloake Secretary 3264 1770
Paul Cummings  Treasury 3358 2481
Paul Kaluschke 5" Member 3224 5442

Trackgauge 1000 mm

Driving wheel diameter 810 mm

Wheelbase 1500 mm

Length 6190 mm

Width 2550 mm

Height 3460 mm

Running weight 22,7t

Water capacity 2800liter

Coal capacity 0.8cubic m

Here's a picture of her refurb/restoration back in 1988.

And this is what she looked like without the lid on back
during her refurb.

If you are curious, do a Google search on her name and
there are plenty of YouTube videos to watch like to
watch...

June/July Meetings

Please remember that there\i® JUNE MEETING . The
next meeting is in July. Theeeting will held on tha1™
July at the RMCQ Club Rooms at 2:00pm.

A reminder to the Executivthat their next meeting is on
Wednesdayl7th Juneat 7:00pm at the RMCQ Club
Rooms.

Google- an Education by Paul Kaluschke
Whilst digging up more information about the Ghan and
the oldrailway bridge at Katherindor an article for this
issue of the newsletter of course used Google Search and
Google Earth. What a great set of tools for research.

BUT, it can sure take up a lot of tim@s any research
does)and lead you sideways!

During my research, | came across the name of the town
that used to be the end of the line for the "North Australian
Railway", a place called Birdungo | decided to look into

it a bit. Thanks for some photos from the Friends of the

North Australian Railway anderry Whitfield.

Now, as with all things on the internet and such, don't
always believe everything you read or see. Google lists
two markers as being "Birdum". Orig correct and the
other incorrect. You need to look for the townLafrimah

and then look about 7.75 kms almost due south. You can
actually trace the right of way from Larrimah all the way
across the bridge of one of the tributaries of Rmper
River which flows into the Gulf of Carpentari& the end

of the line at Birduml think the waterway may in fact be
called Birdum Creek.

At the top left of the next page, you see ttngs is all that

is left of the town of Birdum not much visible at all from
above There is a water tank and the tracks, but that's about
it. The bush has reclaimed the land and left pretty much
nothing. If it wasn't for a few visitors and the Friends of
the North Australian Railway that come and clean up
every now and then, yalihever know it was there.
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Anyway, after all the looking and such and doing a lot
more "History" than | ever took in during school classes all
those years ago, here is some info abthé North
Australian Railway an@irdum:

The North Australia Railwawas built in 1886- 1889 as

an intended element of a narrow gauge transcontinental
railway to serve the goldfields hinterland and then to
eventually reach southwards to link Port Darwin with
southern Australia by rail.

The line was built by the MillaBrothers, who where
contractors, and who used a lot of local Chinese as labour.
Almost 3000 Chinese and over 100 Tamils worked to
build the line, with over 350 whites fellas to supervise.
They all worked pretty hard, as it appears that the line
from Palmeston (Darwin) to Pine Creek was completed
about 19 months ahead of time.

However, the line was never profitably. The goldfields
were declining when the line was completed and traffic
demand was shrinking even as the line opened.

Despite this disappointemt, the line was extended to
Katherine between 1914 and 1925, and then to Birdum (8
kms south of Larrimah) by 1929. Ambitions to push on to
Daly Waters (70 kms south of Birdum) and then to Alice
Springs (894 kms south of Birdum) to link with the Ghan
line from Adelaide were frustrated by the economic
depression.

When Construction of the Northern Australian Railway

staggered to a halt in 1929, in the middle of the bush, a
small town of railway workers sprang up at the end of the
rail. In the early hoursf 4 September 1929 the first steam
train from Darwin pulled in to Birdum (2 days aatiout
440 kmssoutheastof Darwin - in a straight line though
which is about 500 kms of track

The above potois of theBirdum rail terminustakenfrom

the wate tank, showing the railway tracks going north, the
locomotive shed, various other facilities, and the homes of
the railwaymen at left

Above is the water tank that still stands at Birdum.

Katherine Publican, Tim O'Shea built a pub in the early
30's,and Birdum was born. During the war, the hotel was a
U.S. army headquarters. But the North Australia Railway
paid for itself during WW2, when the line was busy with
as many as twelve trains per day, carrying personnel and
supplies within the north Australin war zone. Often,
especially during the desperate days of 1942 before the
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