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August Meeting         by Paul Kaluschke 

 

We had the meeting a week early so that it wouldn't clash 

with our very own show. Maybe that's why we only had 20 

or so show up. But as usual, it was a fun and hectic day. 

 

The N Scaler's were busy huddled over in the corner 

working busily on their layout as has been the case in the 

last 4-8 weeks - they are really a bunch of busy bees at 

present, aren't they. 

 

The usual meeting bits happened, but the main one of 

course was that our show was only a week away. So all 

hands were needed on deck, as we needed everyone to 

help out Friday arvo, all day Sat and all day Sun as per 

usual. 

 

Also we had the tickets available for members to grab and 

sell for our Art Union that is run in conjunction with the 

show. 

 

Also the reminder was given that the next meeting, the 

September one, is the AGM and to think and get the 

nominations in for the committee you want in. 
 

 
 

Front Cover         by Paul Kaluschke 

 

This monthsô front cover is a couple of shots I took at a 

running session in early July at John Kennedy's place o his 

HO scale layout. 

 

 

Being my first visit, I primarily watched - I like to watch... 
 

But just before lunch I did take over Bruce Harper's train 

he'd been allocated to run and ran it all the way round the 

layout and back to the main yard.  Nice, nice indeed - 

plenty of action on the layout and a great operational 

layout. John has promised this editor an article one day. 
 

The layout is in a double garage dedicated for it. It is also a 

double stacker layout - ie there is a second layer to it 

which makes each run a nice and long one. There are many 

stops along the way where you have to drop off and collect 

wagons as you go according to your operating card you are 

given for the run. 
 

 
 

As you walk into the shed, the above is the main view that 

greets you with the yard on your left as in the shot below. 

 

 
 

When stopping to drop off a rake of wagons or pick some 

up, you have to keep an eye out for other trains coming as 

they can really cause an issue, just like in real life - so no 

mucking around - you gotta be good, exact and quick just 

like in the real thing. Time is of the essence. 

RMCQ Management Committee 
 

Bruce Harper       President  3264 5494 
 

Dallas Quaife       Vice-President 3204 4072 
 

Richard McTaggart   Vice-President 3886 0376 
 

John Cloake       Secretary  3264 1770 
 

Paul Cummings       Treasury  3358 2481 
 

Paul Kaluschke       5
th
 Member  3224 5442 
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The whole layout is driven by a Digitrax DCC system, as 

in DC, the wiring and control would be VERY complex as 

anyone with very large operational layouts would 

appreciate. 

 

We were running a combination of sound equipped locos 

and non-sound. I gotta admit that sound sure makes a 

difference, as long as it's not too loud. It just adds that 

extra dimension to it all - you can hear the buggers coming 

around the corner at you! 

 

All up I think there were about 6 or more of us at the 

running session and a great day was had - hope I get 

another invite. Mainly it was freight running, but there was 

one fast passenger service flying around tooting his horn. 

 

 
 

As John says, there is still a lot of work to be done, mainly 

in scenery as the track is pretty much advanced and done, 

but it sure runs nice and makes for a great running day. 
 

 

Clubroom Presentations 
 

Any member wishing to talk on any topic can see Craig 

Mackie or phone him on 3272 1687.  If you have a request 

for a particular presentation on a topic dear to your heart, 

also give Craig a call. 
 

 
 

Our Club  
 

Meetings are held from 2:00pm on the second Saturday of 

each month (exhibitions permitting) at members' homes or 

in the clubrooms.  Working sessions are held every 

Wednesday from 10:30am, and running/working sessions 

are held on the fourth Saturday of each month in the 

Clubrooms.  Clinics are also scheduled for the second 

Saturday of each month.  These include all facets of the 

hobby, drawing upon the particular knowledge of club 

members in their area of expertise. Organised activities are 

sometimes held on the fourth Saturday of the month.  Cold 

Drinks and Tea/Coffee are available in the clubrooms.  

Visitors are most welcome. 
 

 
 

August Raffles 
 

Winner of the 1st prize of a Bottle of Red and an N Scale 

Passenger car was Richard McTaggart. 

 

The 2nd prize of an N Scale Truck and a couple of Storage 

Boxes went to John Kennedy. 

 

And the 3rd prize of a Train DVD went to young Lachlan 

Beal. 

 

 
 

Membership 
 

Michael Watkin and Peter Akers were voted into the club - 

welcome fellas! 

 

Don't forget everyone that if you haven't already paid up 

your dues, they are due ASAP. This includes fees for the 

lockers. 

 

 
 

September Meetings 
 

Donôt forget that the September club meeting will held on 

the 12
th
 September at the RMCQ Club Rooms at 2:00pm. 

Remember - IT'S THE AGM as well and you must be 

financial to vote. 
 

A reminder to the new Management Committee, whoever 

they may eventuate to be after the elections, that your next 

meeting is on Wednesday 23
rd
 September at 7:00pm at the 

RMCQ Club Rooms. 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS  
 

Contributions to this magazine can be made to the Editorial 

Team in any of the following methods: - in writing (least 

preferred method) or on 3½" floppy disk in standard Word 

Processing product format, on CD-ROM or DVD, via 

email, or they can be provided in hard copy form. The 

contributions can be in the form of book reviews, 

experiences, modelling projects, club news, prototype news 

or basically anything. 
 

Please address all submissions via one of the above 

methods to: - 
 

Paul Kaluschke  (PK) 

18 Merrett Avenue 

Zillmere QLD 4034 

Phone: 3224 5442 

Email: mixedbag@optusnet.com.au 

 

Now I wonder if anyone reads this and makes a 

comment back to me about it - I bet no one does not 

even Craig who actually had a birthday last Saturday - 

45 I think it was. 



Railway Modellersô Club of Queensland Inc.  The Semaphore Volume 18. No. 08 

 4 

 

When Insults had Class        by Jamie Harrison 

 

The following glorious insults are from an era before the 

English language got boiled down to 4-letter words. 

 

The exchange between Churchill & Lady Astor: 

She said, "If you were my husband I'd give you poison." 

He said, "If you were my wife, I'd drink it." 

 

A member of Parliament to Disraeli: "Sir, you will either 

die on the gallows or of some unspeakable disease." 

"That depends, Sir," said Disraeli, "whether I embrace 

your politics or your mistress." 

  

"He had delusions of adequacy." - Walter Kerr 

 

"He has all the virtues I dislike and none of the vices I 

admire."  - Winston Churchill 

 

"I have never killed a man, but I have read many obituaries 

with great pleasure." Clarence Darrow 

 

"He has never been known to use a word that might send a 

reader to the dictionary." - William Faulkner (about Ernest 

Hemingway). 

"Thank you for sending me a copy of your book; I'll waste 

no time  reading it." - Moses Hadas 

 

"I didn't attend the funeral, but I sent a nice letter saying I 

approved of it." - Mark Twain 

 

"He has no enemies, but is intensely disliked by his 

friends.." -  Oscar Wilde 

 

"I am enclosing two tickets to the first night of my new 

play; bring a friend.... if you have one." - George Bernard 

Shaw to Winston Churchill. 

"Cannot possibly attend first night, will attend second... if 

there is one." - Winston Churchill, in response. 

 

"I feel so miserable without you; it's almost like having 

you here." - Stephen Bishop 

 

"He is a self-made man and worships his creator." - John 

Bright 

 

"I've just learned about his illness. Let's hope it's nothing  

trivial." - Irvin S. Cobb 

 

"He is not only dull himself; he is the cause of dullness in  

others." - Samuel Johnson 

 

"He is simply a shiver looking for a spine to run up." - 

Paul Keating 

 

"In order to avoid being called a flirt, she always yielded 

easily." - Charles, Count Talleyrand 

 

"He loves nature in spite of what it did to him." - Forrest 

Tucker 

 

"Why do you sit there looking like an envelope without 

any address on  it?" - Mark Twain 

 

"His mother should have thrown him away and kept the 

stork." -  Mae West 

 

"Some cause happiness wherever they go; others, 

whenever they go." - Oscar Wilde 
 

"He uses statistics as a drunken man uses lamp-posts... for 

support rather than illumination." - Andrew Lang 
 

"He has Van Gogh's ear for music." - Billy Wilder 
 

"I've had a perfectly wonderful evening. But this wasn't it." 

-  Groucho Marx 

 

 
 

Club Library News                by John Nicol 
 

This month weôve gotten in another good range of reading 

materials, these being some of them: 

 

AMRM - August issue 

Model Railroader - August issue 

Dispatcher from SANGS - August issue 

Victorian N Scale Collective Newsletter for Jul/Aug 

Continental Modeller - June issue 

Mainline from NMRA - winter issue 

Model Rail - summer issue 

Australian N Scale Modellers Newsletter - August issue 

Durundur Railway Bulletin - May/June issue 

N Scale Modeller - August issue. 

and there are more actually - just can't remember them. 

 

 
 

You Showed me Yours, So I'll Show 

you Mine        by John Rumming 

 

I saw your pictures of the coal loader in one of your recent 

magazines. I thought I would send you pictures of my own 

one I did for my home permanent layout.  The mountains 

are plaster casts and painted for the rock with foliage 

clusters to hide some of the cracks in between.  I made the 

truck loader on the side an 'Out of order' area by putting 

chain across the entrance, putting grass in the way and 

workers at the back of it. 

Railway Modellers Club of Queensland Inc 
 

Post PO Box 5264 Brendale, QLD, 4500 

 

Rooms RMCQ Clubrooms, Buckley Park, 

Terrence Road, Brendale QLD 4500 

 

Web www.rmcq.mixedpk.com 

 

email rmcq@mixedpk.com 

 

http://www.rmcq.mixedpk.com/
mailto:rmcq@mixedpk.com
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I have also modified mine with a stack on top for 'exhaust' 

which I actually put a clear tube in the top of the stack and 

pour sand that is dyed black into it from a higher point.  

 

 
 

Gravity feed falls down the tube, through the stack to a 

small funnel inside the building.  Aimed to load the middle 

of the wagon, it then fills it up looking like the real loading 

sequence. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

An Experiment            by Tony Huguley 

 

Intro by Ed:- I was browsing the web the other night when 

I came upon a forum site I'd not seen before. 

ScaleRailOnline.com turned out to be a good site so is 

now in my favourites and visited regularly. So check it out 

at www.ScaleRailOnline.com 

 

Whilst there, I browsed away on the N Scale forum and 

came across this great idea. Tony Huguley (has a handle 

of Gandy-Dancer) had the following "Experiment" he did, 

up there: 

 

Last week, I installed a decoder in my Roundhouse 2-6-0 

Mogul. The installation, actually went allot smoother than 

I had expected. Really, I didn't even have to raise the coal 

load as many do. The room is kinda tight, and even tho I 

didn't have to raise it, I did want a little more room as to 

not crowd the decoder against the motor. Many know that 

this is a Tender install, because on the 2-6-0, and 2-8-0 

Roundhouse/Athearn locomotives, the motor drive is 

located in the tender.  

 

This is just a little experiment I am trying out to allow a bit 

more room, and flexibility in that space, and as a side 

effect theoretically should allow air circulation around the 

decoder to aid in keeping it running cooler. 

 

1st, I will explain my theory as to what I am doing. I cut 

the coal out of the cover of the tender. Then, what I want 

to try is to take a small piece of nylon stocking, or spandex 

(in the pictures, it is nylon stocking). Color it black with 

dye, or even permanent marker in this case. Glue the nylon 

on the inside edges of the cut out opening. When the glue 

is dry, you basically have a flexible, nylon insert where the 

coal used to be. Then, using white glue, glue black dyed 

kitty litter sifted to the size you want to use, over the 

flexible nylon. I have used kitty litter, dyed black, and 

other colors to use as coal, rock, or anything like that I 

want it to be. When the cover is put back on, the load is as 

flexible as you want it to be to stretch over the decoder and 

wires, not causing them to be smashed and conformed into 

place.  

Holland & Holland  
 

Registered Tax Agents 

Licensed Securities Dealer  

Tax Return Preparation 
 

Electronic Lodgement Service 

for Fast Refunds 
 

Phone: (07) 3379 8233       679 Sherwood Rd, 

Fax (07) 3379 4946      Sherwood, QLD 4075 

or PO Box 172 Sherwood, QLD 4075 

www.ScaleRailOnline.com
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This coal load will also allow air to circulate in and around 

the decoder and motor as well helping keep things from 

overheating, especially in a cramped location.  

 

Here are a few pictures I have taken so far to see if this is 

going to work as I hope. 

 

This is the tender top with the coal cut out. 

 

 
 

This is the top, and piece of nylon stocking (the wife is 

gonna kill me when she finds her stockings). 

 

 
Above is the Roundhouse tender top with coal load cut 

out. Small piece of nylon stocking colored black. 

 

This is the nylon cover in place, it is not glued in yet. 
 

 
Above is the tender top with nylon stocking before gluing 

stocking in place, and covering with black dyed kitty litter 

coal load. 
 

This is in place. Notice the decoder you can see through it. 

The kitty litter coal is not in place yet, and the nylon is still 

not glued yet. I just wanted to get an idea how this will 

look. I will make the nylon a bit tighter so it doesn't look 

too overloaded. 
 

 
Tender top in place with nylon stocking. Black dyed kitty 

litter will be glued onto the stocking to simulate the coal 

load. Notice the decoder under the stocking (the red color). 

This also provides air circulation for the cooler running of 

the decoder when finished. 
 

This next picture is a coal car I did some time ago, using 

kitty litter coal load. I just added this picture to give you an 

idea what a kitty litter coal looks like. But the tender will 

have a load similar to this. 
 

 
 

This one, the nylon is glued in place. It should be sinched 

up some, but it isn't real critical. 

 

 

Redcliffe Travel  
For expert & professional advice 

on planning your next holiday 

 

* All Domestic & International Airfares  

* Package Holidays                     * Cruises 

*  Rail (including pension vouchers) 

* Travel Insurance          * Coach 

* Foreign Exchange                     * Car Hire  

 

Contact fellow RMCQ Member Paul 

Phone  3284 5192    Fax:  3284 1991 
93 Redcliffe Parade, Redcliffe Qld 4020 

Email:   paul@redcliffeworldtravel.com.au 

 

 

 


