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November Meeting        by Paul Kaluschke 

 

We got to go out and do something different this time ï we 

went to Craig Mackieôs place for the meeting. This 

allowed us to see his layout in person ï that large HO scale 

ñCassinoò layout of his that heôs been building for years. 

Based on Casino as in NSW that is. 

 

We had 15 or more turn up for the meeting which is a 

good turnout since we all needed a passport and visa, a cut 

lunch, 12 day supply of trail mix, 34 gallons of water and a 

GPS system to get there! 

 

As an RMCQ meeting went, it was fine and usual ï as a 

visit to see a layout ï nifty! The main points from the 

meeting are that we voted in the Bylaws 3 and 11. So 

thatôs now done with. A new copy of the constitution and 

such will therefore be forthcoming once written up by our 

esteemed Secretary. 

 

Oh yeh, one last thing ï THANKS to Paul Cummings for 

having loaned the club his trailer for all those years (over a 

decade I think it is) for carrying around the HO Exhibition 

layout all round the countryside. AND you can now take it 

back!  Hehehehe. Yep, since we now have our purpose 

build ones and the OTHER trailer Paul has loaned us for 

many years, we can dispense with one of them. 

 

We will strip down the old layout and keep the good bits 

and hoist the rest at the tip in due course. 

 

This should then give us a bit more room in the 

trailer/workshop area. 

 

We also had a nice afternoon tea after the meeting ï thanks 

Debbie ï very much appreciated as if it had been left to 

Craig, weôd be lucky to get a few bits of dry bread with 

Vegemite on it! 
 

 
 

Front Cover 
 

This monthsô front cover is a photo of one of the many 

layouts we visited during the National N Scale Convention 

I attended in October in Canberra. This is one of 

CMNSGôs many AusTrak modules. This is a really neat 

one being it has a tunnel and cutting and bridge and good 

óol Aussi bush everywhere. 

Clubroom Presentations 
 

Any member wishing to talk on any topic can see Craig 

Mackie or phone him on 3272 1687.  If you have a request 

for a particular presentation on a topic dear to your heart, 

also give Craig a call. 
 

 
 

Our Club  
 

Meetings are held from 2:00pm on the second Saturday of 

each month (exhibitions permitting) at members' homes or 

in the clubrooms.  Working sessions are held every 

Wednesday from 10:30am, and running/working sessions 

are held on the fourth Saturday of each month in the 

Clubrooms.  Clinics are also scheduled for the second 

Saturday of each month.  These include all facets of the 

hobby, drawing upon the particular knowledge of club 

members in their area of expertise. Organised activities are 

sometimes held on the fourth Saturday of the month.  Cold 

Drinks and Tea/Coffee are available in the clubrooms.  

Visitors are most welcome. 
 

 
 

November Raffles 
 

We had Greg Beal take out the first raffle this time and he 

got a nice GLV HO scale wagon. 

 

Matthew Fawke got the second draw and got away with a 

Ho scale Camp Ground set. 

 

 
 

Membership 
 

Weôve had another membership application and weôll be 

introducing him (Rob) around in due course. Heôs an N 

Scaler ï you beauty! 

 

Rob seems a good bloke and was once a HO scaler, but 

saw the light and crossed over to N Scale for his latest 

layout which is under construction. Ask him to show you 

one of his code 40 handmade points. 

 

Also had another bloke pop in the other day and he sounds 

really keen ï in fact his missus told him to go join a club! 

 

 
 

December Meetings 
 

Donôt forget that the December meeting will held on the 

12
th
 December at the RMCQ Club Rooms at 2:00pm. This 

is also our Christmas do, so bring your makings for a BBQ 

lunch which weôll have straight after the meeting. 
 

A reminder to the Executive that their next meeting is on 

Wednesday 9th December at 7:00pm at the RMCQ Club 

Rooms. 

RMCQ Management Committee 
 

Bruce Harper       President  3264 5494 
 

Richard McTaggart   Vice-President 3886 0376 
 

John Cloake       Secretary  3264 1770 
 

Paul Cummings       Treasury  3358 2481 
 

John Kennedy            Exhibition Convenor 3351 0525 
 

Paul Kaluschke       Dogôs Body  3224 5442 
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Upgrading a Lima NSWGR Class 44 

with sound, lights and extra power 

pickups      by Greg Beal 

 

I would like to provide the reader an example of what a 

beginner to the hobby can accomplish with a bit of 

research and help from his friends. I am a British prototype 

modeller as I like the uniqueness of the British railway 

companies. After many show visits I have also developed a 

fondness for the Australian prototypes, namely NSWGR, 

QR, and modern operators (e.g. CFCLA, etc.). 

 

Earlier this year (2009) my friend and fellow RMCQ club 

member Craig Mackie suggested modelling NSWGR as a 

starting point. He has a definite bias towards NSWGR, but 

it was also sound advice from a practical point. I had 

Australian outline rollingstock in a collection I had 

purchased a number of years ago. So I thought about 

developing this further. I purchased a Lima Class 44 and 

Class 422 from Craig to start off the motive power of the 

collection. As the engines themselves were at the cheaper 

end of the spectrum and I did not want to spend too much 

at this point in time, I decided to go with the Soundtraxx 

DSD-101LC decoders for both engines. This article will 

focus on the installation of a decoder in the Class 44, 

providing a fix for a known decoder problem with the rear 

LED, correct the known weight issue with the model, and 

add additional track pickups to the front wheels. The Class 

422ôs upgrade will be a subject of a future article. 

Hopefully this is helpful for beginner and experienced 

modeller alike?  

 

So let us start. 

 

Bill of Materials 
Å 1 x Lima NSWGR Class 44 locomotive 

Å 1 x Soundtraxx DSD-101LC 820121 Alco sound 

decoder + 810078 oval speaker 

Å 2 x 1000 ï 1500 mCd white/clear LEDs 

Å 4 x 1K Ohm 0.25 ï 0.5 W resistors 

Å 2 x 0.1uf 50V ceramic non-polarised capacitors 

Å Blu-tack® 

Å Heat-shrink tubing 

Å Solder and iron (flux helps e.g. Carrôs Red flux) 

Å Extra lengths of decoder wire of the appropriate 

colours 

Å Lead weights (#2 bug fishing sinkers) 

Å 0.3-0.5mm diameter single core wire (steel e.g. 

twister wire, copper, phosphor bronze, etc) 

Å Brass strip 

Å Tamiya X-26 Clear Orange paint 

Å Hot Glue gun and glue sticks 

Å 1mm, 2mm & 3mm drill bits and a pin vice. Side 

cutters, pliers, tweezers, wire stripper. 

Å And for those of us with deteriorating eyesight, a 

magnifying lens (standing or headband) 
 

Process 
 

1. Dismantle shell from chassis 

 

 
 

2. Remove NMRA 8 pin DCC plug as not required 

(as the old Limaôs were pre-DCC!) 

 

3. Pre-tin decoder wires. Loose fit decoder to 

determine approximate lengths required of extension wires 

for the motor wires and rail pickups. Pre-tin extension 

wires in each of the seven colours if you have them. Strip 

ends and pre-tin. Fit small lengths of heat-shrink tubing on 

to one of each of the decoder wires before soldering the 

extension wires on to each decoder wire requiring an 

extension. One by one move the heat-shrink tubing over 

the soldered joints and shrink down by use of the heat 

from the soldering ironôs tip but not touching the tubing. 

 

4. To correct a known problem with the Soundtraxx 

decoder and the use of LEDs, I referred to the Tonyô 

Trains site and used the circuit described below. One 

additional thing I did though was to place a similar circuit 

to the rear LED in with the front LED, as I was getting 

some unusual power fluctuations through the front LED in 

both directions of travel. 

CONTRIBUTIONS  
 

Contributions to this magazine can be made to the Editorial 

Team in any of the following methods: - in writing (least 

preferred method) or on 3½" floppy disk in standard Word 

Processing product format, on CD-ROM or DVD, via 

email, or they can be provided in hard copy form. The 

contributions can be in the form of book reviews, 

experiences, modelling projects, club news, prototype news 

or basically anything. 
 

Please address all submissions via one of the above 

methods to: - 
 

Paul Kaluschke  (PK) 

18 Merrett Avenue 

Zillmere QLD 4034 

Phone: 3224 5442 

Email: mixedbag@optusnet.com.au 

 

Now I wonder if anyone reads this and makes a 

comment back to me about it - I bet no one does not 

even Craig who actually had a birthday last Saturday - 

45 I think it was. 
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5. Preparing the front & rear LEDs. Splay the LED 

leads approximately 450 as to fit around the internal 

windscreen plastic. Solder one of the 1K Ohm 0.25-0.5W 

resistors to the longer lead of the LED. Solder a second 

resistor in parallel with the LED. Solder the capacitor 

similarly in parallel with the LED. Paint the LEDs with 

two coats of Tamiya Clear Orange (X-26) paint to reduce 

the bright white light of the LED to resemble a 

prototypical incandescent lamp. Refer to the photo. Put 

aside for a later step. 

 

 
 

6. Drilling out the rear lamps. I used a 1mm bit in a 

pin vice to drill a pilot hole. This was then followed by a 

2mm bit to drill the holes to the edge of the lamp 

surrounds. 

 

 
 

7. Connect up the speaker. Follow the instructions 

included with the decoder as to how to wire up the 

speaker. Basically the included capacitor is soldered to one 

of the speaker solder lugs and then soldered to the green 

wire. The brown wire is soldered to the other speaker 

solder lug on the speaker. Loose fit the speaker within the 

body shell to check for any required adjustments. 

 

 
 

8. Fit front LED mid-way between the two 

headlamp holes in the body shell. Use Blu-tack below and 

above the LED to secure it into position, as well as to 

provide a light shield around the LED. Solder the 

decoderôs forward motion light control wires to the LEDôs 

leads. Blue to the resistor, white to the other. Place heat 

shrink over the soldered joint/s. 

 

 
 

9. Fit rear LED mid-way between the two headlamp 

holes in the body shell. Use Blu-tack below and above the 

LED to secure it into position, as well as to provide a light 

shield around the LED. Solder the decoderôs rear motion 

light control wires to the LEDôs leads. Blue to the resistor, 

yellow to the other. Place heat shrink over the soldered 

joint/s. 

 

 


