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April  2010      Volume 19 No. 04

 

 

March Meeting        by Paul Kaluschke 

 

Well, this time round there was 25+ people in attendance 

at the meeting.  Well, thatôs all the notes I took! 

 

 

 

So it must have been the usual business needed to drive a 

club without anything big to trigger my brain. 

 

The main think I suppose is that we are still in the black 

and still moving forward. 
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Front /Back Covers 
 

The front cover is of the N Scalerôs in the club busy 

building the layout for the upcoming AMRA show ï the 

Brisbane Model Train Show on the May long weekend. 

 

Looks like they are trialling trains to make sure that the 

track is good and that their particular trains are suitable for 

the show. A lot of good work has been done to get the 

layout expanded and ready for the show. I think the 

viewing public will be pleased with this one. 

 

The back cover is of the HOôers working on their layout 

laying track and ballasting. 
 

 
 

Clubroom Presentations 
 

Any member wishing to talk on any topic can see Craig 

Mackie or phone him on 3272 1687.  If you have a request 

for a particular presentation on a topic dear to your heart, 

also give Craig a call. 
 

 
 

Our Club  
 

Meetings are held from 2:00pm on the second Saturday of 

each month (exhibitions permitting) at members' homes or 

in the clubrooms.  Working sessions are held every 

Wednesday from 10:30am, and running/working sessions 

are held on the fourth Saturday of each month in the 

Clubrooms.  Clinics are also scheduled for the second 

Saturday of each month.  These include all facets of the 

hobby, drawing upon the particular knowledge of club 

members in their area of expertise. Organised activities are 

sometimes held on the fourth Saturday of the month.  Cold 

Drinks and Tea/Coffee are available in the clubrooms.  

Visitors are most welcome. 
 

 
 

March Raffles 
 

The monthly raffle was won by Paul ï not Paul C or PK or 

Paul K, but Paul H ï thatôs right, Paul Hucklebridge. Paul 

got a nice loco picture for his wall of this layout room. 
 

Jim Luff got the second raffle which was an N scale 

Passenger wagon. 

May Meetings 
 

Donôt forget that the May meeting will held on the 8
th
 May 

at the RMCQ Club Rooms at 2:00pm.  
 

A reminder to the Executive that their next meeting is on 

Wednesday 5
th
 May at 7:00pm at the RMCQ Club Rooms. 

 

 
 

Upcoming Shows & Events 
 

The Brisbane Model Train Show on the May long 

weekend of course ï big, BIG show. 1
st
, 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 May at 

the RNA grounds. 

 

DDMRC Show is coming up also on the 19
th
 and 20

th
 June 

ï also a BIG show very much worth coming up the range 

for in Toowoomba. 

 

AGMRC show is on the 11
th
 and 12

th
 of July. 

 

August will be of course our RMCQ show and so on. 

 

 

 

Cassino Capers  

             by Craig Mackie 

 

Another month has passed by.  I have 

started getting motivated into modelling again after a few 

weeks away from it.  I have been building the 5 steel 

girders that form the large bridge across the 6 concrete 

piers around the upper level of Cougal Spiral.  I have also 

just today poured the concrete abutments for the bridge on 

the bottom level of the Cougal Spiral.  On Sunday I ran out 

of styrene so I could not complete the detail on the last two 

bridge girders until at least next week after I buy some 

more styrene.  The first three have been completed, 

painted and installed on the layout. 

  

Today I also got stuck into doing some more scenery 

around Cougal Spiral.   

 

 
April 5 ï Cougal Spiral now has grass growing on it! 

RMCQ Management Committee 
 

Bruce Harper       President  3264 5494 
 

Richard McTaggart   Vice-President 3886 0376 
 

John Cloake       Secretary  3264 1770 
 

Paul Cummings       Treasury  3358 2481 
 

John Kennedy            Exhibition Convenor 3351 0525 
 

Paul Kaluschke       Hey You  3224 5442 
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April 5 ï Cougal Spiral looking good 

 

Over the next few weeks, I will start planning the Terra 

forming of the landscape under the bridge across Upper 

Richmond River at Kyogle.  This area I feel will be very 

difficult to work on, so I might not post any photos of this 

because I think the area may not turn out very well.  But I 

can just cut the styrene out and put a new piece in and 

carve away again until I get it right. 

 

 
 

AMRA May SHOW - Structure 

Building             by Craig Mackie 

 

This year we will be a little light on for Saturday and 

Monday at the show on the Structure Building Stand.  It 

looks like that I will have to fly down to Sydney on the 

Monday arvo to attend a 4 day conference down there 

starting Tuesday morning.  So that rules me out on the 

Monday from attending the show at all.  There will be 

other giving a hand to keep the stand running ï so come 

over and have a chat with us all. 

 

 

The Club Shop            by Craig Mackie 
 

We have a few DCC decoders in stock at the moment so if 

anyone wants one just see Craig or one of the Executive.  

We are also looking at taking order for Foam inlays for 

both HO and N scale in both longways and crossways.  So 

just email your order to Craig and we will see how many 

we have to get. 

  

We are also looking at going some more Storage Boxes 

and carry trays.  Again, email your order to Craig so we 

can see how many we need to create.   

  

As Club funds are slightly tight at the moment, some of 

these purchase activities may be delayed until after the 

membership fees are paid in July, but we will see.  If we 

can take up front payments once we know how many we 

need, we may be able to bring these activities forward. 

 

 
 

Modelling the Railways of QLD 

Convention on 28th August 
  

This great exhibition held every two years is on again this 

year.  It will be held at the Mt Gravatt Showgrounds 

(Evans Deakin Building). Themed Then and Now ï 

Queensland and Other Railways. Presentations, 

demonstrations, layouts, trade and preservation society 

stands. For Enquiries: The Secretary, PO Box 4615, Eight 

Mile Plains 4113 or email: mrqc2010@optusnet.com.au .   

 

A web site with the current program is available at 

http://qldrailheritage.com/mrqc/downloads/mrqc2010_pro

gram.pdf 

 

 
 

New Series in the Magazine - DCC 

Question and Answer          by Craig Mackie 

 

Considering there are quite a few members and readers 

with either a DCC control system or a DCC setup, I'm sure 

there are lots of unknowns that these people would like to 

make known.  So we will start a monthly DCC Question 

and Answer section in the magazine.  Just email PK with a 

question and we will do our best to answer your question.  

As the Club has chosen to go down the NCE path, as have 

I, we should be able to answer almost everything with this 

type of system.  Other members have other systems as 

their primary DCC system on their home or exhibition 

layout.  So amoungst everyone, we should be able to 

answer almost any question that pops up. 

  

DCC Question and Answer 
  

Q.  I have installed a decoder and connected up an LED 

with a resister in series, why won't the light work? 

 

A.  LED's are polarity sensitive.  The positive leg of the 

CONTRIBUTI ONS 
 

Contributions to this magazine can be made to the Editorial 

Team in any of the following methods: - in writing (least 

preferred method) or on 3½" floppy disk in standard Word 

Processing product format, on CD-ROM or DVD, via 

email, or they can be provided in hard copy form. The 

contributions can be in the form. They can be of book 

reviews, experiences, modelling projects, club news, 

prototype news or basically anything. 
 

Please address all submissions via one of the above 

methods to: - 
 

Paul Kaluschke  (PK) 

18 Merrett Avenue 

Zillmere QLD 4034 

Phone: 3224 5442 

Email: mixedbag@optusnet.com.au 

 

mailto:mrqc2010@optusnet.com.au
http://qldrailheritage.com/mrqc/downloads/mrqc2010_program.pdf
http://qldrailheritage.com/mrqc/downloads/mrqc2010_program.pdf
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LED (normally the longer one) must attach to the Blue 

(positive) Common wire and the negative leg of the LED 

goes to the coloured wire that you choose to have activate 

the LED. 

  

Q.  It still won't light. 

 

A.  Have you turned the function controlling the LED on?  

Each function output is controlled by a function key on the 

controller.  The white wire is controlled by the '0' or 

headlight function when going forward.  The yellow wire 

is controlled by the '0' or headlight function when going 

reverse.  The green wire is controlled by the '1' function. 

The purple wire is controlled by the '2' function.    

 

 
 

Club Library News        by Paul Kaluschke 
 

This month weôve gotten in another good range of reading 

materials, these being some of them: 

 

Victorian N Scale Collective Newsletter for Mar-Apr. 

Model Railroad News ï March issue. 

Australian Sn Modeller ï Summer Edition. 

Dispatcher ï April issue from SANGS. 

Scale Rails ï March issue. 

Scale Rails ï April issue. 

NSW N Scale Group Newsletter ï April issue. 

 

 
 

Tuesday Nighters        by Paul Kaluschke 

 

The other night the Toosdy Nighters headed over the 

Geoffôs place. He had spruiked mightily that heôd have a 

LOT of work done on the layout by the time we got there... 

 

Mice and men as they say. Iôd even asked him for some 

decent scenery to be in place and this is what I get when 

we show up! 

 

 
 

 

Hehehe. It was of course a great night as usual. Geoff 

showed us the layout as now stands with all sides now in 

place. You can now easily envisage the setup. 

 

 
This is the side you have probably already seen in past photos. 

 

 
And here we see for the first time ï THE BACK Module 

 

The usual good quality workmanship is going into the 

layout as youôd expect from Geoff. Heôs even used all 

available space for storage ï check out under the layout. 

 

As a side, Craig had put up on his blog recently that he 

was doing up an oil tank for the club layout. Heôd found a 

perfectly suitable common item from around the house that 

actually really looked the part: 

 

 
 

So Geoff decided to keep quiet and surprise us all when 

we came round: 
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So here we have Geoffôs collection of soon to be oil tanks 

for his own layout. 

 

 
 

Modelling Tips & Tricks by Walthers  
 

Bridge Out! 
 

On many rail lines railroads have relocated the tracks to 

ease grades or reduce sharp curves. Often the new tracks 

are only a few feet away from the original alignment. In 

some cases, small bridges have been removed from the old 

line but the abutments left in place. To model this, choose 

a spot next to your line where it crosses a small creek or 

ditch. Build up a subgrade of similar height and elevation 

where the railroad used to run, roughly parallel to your 

present railroad grade, but leave a gap where the line 

crosses the creek. Add bridge abutments, but no bridge, 

and finish the surrounding scenery. Remember, because 

the old abutments are near water, vegetation growth will 

be thick around the abutments. 

 

 
 

Club L ockers 
 

A reminder that there are lockers available to rent for $10 

a year at the clubrooms. I find óem handy to keep some 

everyday items down at the club and not have to lug them 

there all the time. So see Richard if you want a locker. 

 

 

 

Dub Dub Dub         by Paul Kaluschke 

 

From Craig we have a few blogs to look at. It is great to 

see what other modellers are doing and to see it with 

regular updates. Reminds me ï I must adjust the club N 

Scale blog http://rmcq-n.blogspot.com/ to add the 

Exhibition layout to it since all our time for the last 6+ 

months has been there instead. 

 

http://northwest-southerncross.blogspot.com/  

http://casulahobbies.blogspot.com/  

http://tareedistrictmodelrailwayclubnews.blogspot.com/  

http://mulletcreekrailway.blogspot.com/  

http://macca-maccasplace.blogspot.com/  

http://liralau.blogspot.com/  

http://bluegoldmodels.blogspot.com/  

http://australiannscale.blogspot.com/  

http://murtoa.blogspot.com/  

 

 
 

Mewes Letter Update            by David Mewes 
 

Here we find a pictorial of the progress over the last month 

or so ï itôs a lot faster than progress has been over the last 

MANY months. 

 

2
nd

 February 

 

 
 

10
th
 March 

 

 
 

 

RMCQ Layout Coordinators  
 

Darryl Dilger  HO Exhibition Layout 
 

Bruce Harper  HO Permanent Layout 
 

Dallas Quaife  N Exhibition Layout 
 

Paul Kaluschke  N Permanent Layout 
 

John Cloake  U Drive Layout 

http://rmcq-n.blogspot.com/
http://northwest-southerncross.blogspot.com/
http://casulahobbies.blogspot.com/
http://tareedistrictmodelrailwayclubnews.blogspot.com/
http://mulletcreekrailway.blogspot.com/
http://macca-maccasplace.blogspot.com/
http://liralau.blogspot.com/
http://bluegoldmodels.blogspot.com/
http://australiannscale.blogspot.com/
http://murtoa.blogspot.com/

