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April  Meeting         by Paul Kaluschke 

 

What more can I say? We had a meeting. 

 

The usual club stuff happened. Most of the day was spent 

working on the 2 layouts getting them ready for the 

AMRA Show that was coming up. 
 

 
 

Front Cover 
 

This monthsô front cover is a couple of photos of a dock 

scene from the very large HO Scale layout built by the 

Coffs Harbour Modellers, which was one of many layouts 

at this yearôs Brisbane Model Train Show which was on 

the long weekend of 1
st
/2

nd
/3

rd
 May. 

 

 
 

Clubroom Presentations 
 

Any member wishing to talk on any topic can see Craig 

Mackie or phone him on 3272 1687.  If you have a request 

for a particular presentation on a topic dear to your heart, 

also give Craig a call. 
 

 
 

Our Club  
 

Meetings are held from 2:00pm on the second Saturday of 

each month (exhibitions permitting) at members' homes or 

in the clubrooms.  Working sessions are held every 

Wednesday from 10:30am, and running/working sessions 

are held on the fourth Saturday of each month in the 

Clubrooms.  Clinics are also scheduled for the second 

Saturday of each month.  These include all facets of the 

hobby, drawing upon the particular knowledge of club 

members in their area of expertise. Organised activities are 

sometimes held on the fourth Saturday of the month.  Cold 

Drinks and Tea/Coffee are available in the clubrooms.  

Visitors are most welcome. 
 

 
 

Apr il  Raffles 
 

The monthly raffle was won by Paul Cummings who came 

away with a nice Modelling Toolkit. 

May/June Meetings 
 

Donôt forget that the June club meeting will held on the 

12
th
 June at the RMCQ Club Rooms at 2:00pm.  

 

A reminder to the Executive that their next meeting is on 

Wednesday 26th May at 7:00pm at the RMCQ Club 

Rooms. 
 

 
 

Show Report for RMCQ         by Bruce Harper 
 

Well, the AMRA exhibition (Brisbane Model Train Show) 

is over for another year. I thought I should put pen to paper 

before collapsing from exhaustion after 3 days of 

enjoyment and also a lot of hard work. 
 

The Treasurer has just advised that our net profit from the 

raffle is pretty good. This is a very good result as crowds 

were very disappointing this year. I would like to thank 

Shirley for all her harassing and haranguing the public into 

buying tickets. There will be some postage costs to come 

out of profits as first prize winner lives in Maryborough 

and third prize in Laidley. Looks like I spend tomorrow at 

the post office. 
 

Both HO and N scale layouts behaved admirably all 

weekend. There were many positive comments and many 

enquiries on how we did things on the layouts. Both 

layouts have been accepted for the Gold Coast exhibition 

in July and of course we will be attending Toowoomba in 

June. This week I will book the usual motel in 

Toowoomba. Please advise the committee on Saturday if 

you will be going and requiring accommodation that 

weekend. I will not be available due to mother in law day 

in Echuca. 
 

As I said, It was a great weekend.  I want to thank all the 

workers who put in scores of hours in the weeks before the 

show, just to have the layouts  presentable. Craig, PK, 

Dallas, Darryl, Jim, Kev, Bob, Richard, Rob, Tristan and 

Peter, you guys did a great job. It gives one immense 

satisfaction to have your achievements commented on 

favourably. 
 

 
 

RMCQ Raffle held at the BMTS 
 

Here are the lucky winners of the raffle we held at the 

show over the weekend: 
 

1st prize went to Allan Dee from Maryborough. Allan will 

get the Hornby Royal Scot starter kit (OO scale). 

 

2nd prize went to Oscar Watson from Zillmere who will 

receive the Athearn Santa Fe starter kit (HO scale). Oscar 

was asleep at 6:30pm when we rang ï long day. 
 

3rd prize goes to John Andrews from Laidley who gets the 

Bachman James Freight set (HO scale, and of course he is 

an N Scaler!) 

RMCQ Management Committee 
 

Bruce Harper       President  3264 5494 
 

Richard McTaggart   Vice-President 3886 0376 
 

John Cloake       Secretary  3264 1770 
 

Paul Cummings       Treasury  3358 2481 
 

John Kennedy            Exhibition Convenor 3351 0525 
 

Paul Kaluschke       At a loose end 3224 5442 
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Upcoming Shows & Events 
 

The next show is of course the DDMRC  run show at 

Toowoomba on the 19
th
 and 20

th
 of June. RMCQ will be 

attending with both Exhibition layouts. As usual we expect 

it to be a great and fun weekend. 

 

The 10
th
 and 11

th
 of July will see the AGMRC  show over 

at Carina. 

 

The show after this is the ñMiniature Trains on the Gold 

Coast Model Train Showò on the weekend of the 25
th
 and 

26
th
 July. RMCQ will be in attendance with both layouts. 

 

By the way, the next Australian National N Scale 

Convention will be held in Sydney from Thursday 12th to 

Sunday 15th May, 2011.  The venue is the Sunnybrook 

Hotel and Convention Centre at Warwick Farm in Sydney. 

 

By email:   nconv2011@bigpond.com 

By mail:     P.O. Box 120, Bonnyrigg   NSW   2177 

By phone:  Marilyn Wilcockson, Convenor ï 0438 231050 

Website:    http://convention2011.nscale.org.au 

 

 
 

Making Cheap Trees More Believable 
             by Peter Akers 

 

The club has a number of boxes of cheap trees purchased 

from china.  They are simple wire armatures with foam 

rubber óleavesô.  They are well enough made, but the 

colours are implausible for Australia use. 

 

The worst offenders are the bright yellow ones that I 

assume are intended to represent fall colours in the 

northern hemisphere.   The other darker green ones are 

better, but still unrealistically óbrightô. 

 

I thought I would take some home and see if I could do 

anything to make them more usable.  I grabbed some to the 

autumn trees, and some of the green low trees/ shrubs 

(depending on the scale you are working in). 

 

 
Original Trees 

 

Paul mentioned that he had seen someone have success by 

colouring them with black ink and alcohol.  I didnôt have 

any blank ink on hand so I thought I would start with black 

watercolour stain.   It was not a success.  The colour 

soaked in nicely on the outer parts of the foam, but not 

near the branches.  I suspect it is to do with the glue used. 

 

 
Black Watercolour 

CONTRIBUTIONS  
 

Contributions to this magazine can be made to the Editorial 

Team in any of the following methods: - in writing (least 

preferred method) or on 3½" floppy disk in standard Word 

Processing product format, on CD-ROM or DVD, via 

email, or they can be provided in hard copy form. The 

contributions can be in the form. They can be of book 

reviews, experiences, modelling projects, club news, 

prototype news or basically anything. 
 

Please address all submissions via one of the above 

methods to: - 
 

Paul Kaluschke  (PK) 

18 Merrett Avenue 

Zillmere QLD 4034 

Phone: 3224 5442 

Email: mixedbag@optusnet.com.au 

 

mailto:nconv2011@bigpond.com
http://convention2011.nscale.org.au/
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Black Watercolour 

 

I decided that the stain approach was probably unlikely to 

work because of the glue. I felt the answer was more likely 

to be with a paint.  I also decided that black or very dark 

colours were also not going to be the answer.  Black on the 

yellow tree just looked wrong. Black on the green trees 

made them too dark.   
 

Looking at what I had on hand, I had a good selection of 

acrylic paints. Most were very bright but I had one 

promising one call óSage Greenô from Semco (that I 

purchased from Spotlight). 
 

Starting with the yellow trees, I painted the next tree with 

just the Sage Green, watered down and with a drop of 

detergent. This showed promise but was still too bright. 
 

 
Sage Green acrylic 

 

Next attempt was 2 parts Sage Green with 1 part generic 

bright green.  This was only marginally better than the 

original dark green foam colour.  It was too bright. 
 

 
2 parts Sage Green to 1 part bright green acrylic 

 

I needed it to be darker, but I didnôt have a black to mix 

into it.  But I did have a Raw Umber.  So the next tree was 

50/50 Sage Green and Raw Umber.  This was close to 

what I was looking for. 
 

 
Sage Green and Raw Umber acrylic 

Redcliffe Travel  
For expert & professional advice 

on planning your next holiday 

 

* All Dom estic & International Airfares  

* Package Holidays                     * Cruises 

* Rail (including pension vouchers) 

* Travel Insurance          * Coach 

* Foreign Exchange                     * Car Hire  

 

Contact fellow RMCQ Member Paul 

Phone  3284 5192    Fax:  3284 1991 
93 Redcliffe Parade, Redcliffe Qld 4020 

Email:   paul@redcliffeworldtravel.com.au 

 

 

 


