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June Meeting        by Paul Kaluschke 
 

We had another really good turnout for the club meeting, 

with over 28 showing up. 
 

Usual stuff such as we are still afloat was done. A pile of 

new mags and newsletter as listed later in the Semaphore 

were incoming. A few bills to pay were also approved for 

payment. 
 

Reminder was said to all that we are off to Toowoomba for 

the 18/19
th
 June and the DDMRC Train Show. Also that in 

July we will be at the Gold Coast Train Show and a show 

of hands going was asked for. Maybe weôll get some 

accommodation down there. 
 

Membership dues are almost upon us, so expect your 

subscription renewal either with your next Semaphore or 

in the snail mail or even email. Now to figure out how that 

mail merge thingie works in Uncle Billôs ñWordò program. 
 

 
 

The Bealôs May 2010 Road Trip to 

Dubbo ï Part II    by Greg Beal 
 

We left you all hanging in the last issue, as we were 

thinking of heading to Narromine. 
 

Thursday the 14th was planned to be our trip out to 

Narromine. I wanted to particularly have a look around 

this townôs railway facilities as a possible source of 

inspiration for an exhibition layout. I wasnôt disappointed. 

Grain silos, a great looking station, yard facilities and 

atmosphere abounded. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

The other reason why I wanted to venture west to 

Narromine was to follow the rail line south which parallels 

the road to hopefully get some nice track photos. Briefly 

consulting the map I turned the car south and drove out of 

Narromine bound for Thomingley. About halfway down 

the road I mentioned to the navigator (the missus) that we 

should have picked up the railway by now. She then 

proceeded to suggest that I may have gone down the 

wrong road! ñNo surely notò was my reply followed by me 

stopping the car to consult the map. Further investigation 

proved the missus right. Bugger, what happened? When I 

retorted that I was sure I went down the right road, she 

said that she thought I was taking the wrong road but 

didnôt say anything as she didnôt want to upset me. How 

thoughtful! 
 

Well how to get to the road which was the next one 

westward? ñLetôs take one of these cross roads that are 

marked on the mapò, She says. OK lets go. So I proceeded 

further south waiting to pick up one of the crossroads. 

Finally it appeared and I turned into it and immediately 

stopped. Eighteen kilometres of dirt road was the 

signposted information. Stuff that.  We were not far from 

Thomingley so I decided to make the most of a bad 

situation and make an executive decision to do a round 

trip. We continued south, turned west and arrived at West 

Thomingley where we picked up the road that I should 

have been on to start with! North we went following the 

rail line all the way back to Narromine. The road was in a 

poorer state then the earlier one with a lot less traffic on it. 

Funny that! I did get some nice photos though. To save 

face with the missus on the road stuff up, I hightailed it 

back to Dubbo for lunch.  
 

After lunch we still had some time to kill so I suggested 

we visit Traintasia. Traintasia is the name of the local train 

hobby shop as well as the head office of the Australian 

distributor of Lenz and Roco, a couple of European brands 

we at the club probably have heard of but not overly 

familiar. The shop also sports a HO layout that I wanted to 

look at. So piling everyone into the car (again!) we 

proceeded to the northern end of Dubbo. It is a nondescript 

shop in an industrial estate, but looks can be deceiving. 

Lachlan and I went in to have a look leaving the missus in 

the car to keep an eye on the baby who had fallen asleep. 

The shop was packed to the rafters with Euro brands such 

as Faller, Roco, and others I canôt remember. A sign 
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advised the layout was $6 for adults but children were free. 

So in we went and had the layout to ourselves. It is a 

German inspired layout that took three years to build. It 

has the usual wizz-bang things you would expect from 

such a layout with lots of movement both in trains, road 

vehicles, amusement rides, ski lifts, structures and even 

people. It is probably about five metres or so long and 

about one to two metres wide. I took quite a few photos 

and some I have included here. Upon exiting the display I 

noticed the shop was selling a DVD of the layout so I 

purchased that as well. 

 

 
 

 
 

The next day, Friday the 15th, we spent around Dubbo 

itself. I took the opportunity of taking some photos of the 

Dubbo rail bridge that takes the line westward, as well as 

the station and rail yards. I think I may have got a photo of 

one of the last fuel wagon trains that terminated at Dubbo 

recently. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

RMCQ Management Committee 
 

Bruce Harper       President  3264 5494 
 

Richard McTaggart   Vice-President 3886 0376 
 

John Cloake       Secretary  3264 1770 
 

Paul Cummings       Treasury  3358 2481 
 

John Kennedy            Exhibition Convenor 3351 0525 
 

Paul Kaluschke What if I am just a figment of my 

own imagination 3224 5442 


