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December Meeting        by Paul Kaluschke 
 

We had over two dozen show up for the December 

meeting where we did a relatively quick meeting since it 

was the end of year breakup. 

 

We of course had our big Christmas Hamper raffle to draw 

and these were the lucky winners: 

 

John Cloake, 

Jamie Harrison 

Dallas Quaife 

Greg Beal 

Craig Mackie 

Lachlan Beal 
 

 
 

Front Cover 
 

This monthsô front cover is from May of 2011 up at 

Carcross in the Yukon Territories. It shows a speeder from 

the White Pass and Yukon Route Railway. 

 

The little speeder is nicely closed in to keep the cold winds 

out for the workers as they scoot around doing the daily 

maintenance jobs. 

 

The sheds behind the speeder are all for bits and bobs for 

the maintenance. 

 

The drive coupling from the rear wheels to the front is via 

a chain. The ñgondolaò being a very simple construction. 
 

 
 

 

Clubroom Presentations 
 

Any member wishing to talk on any topic can see Craig 

Mackie or phone him on 3272 1687.  If you have a request 

for a particular presentation on a topic dear to your heart, 

also give Craig a call. 
 

 
 

Our Club  
 

Meetings are held from 2:00pm on the second Saturday of 

each month (exhibitions permitting) at members' homes or 

in the clubrooms.  Working sessions are held every 

Wednesday from 10:30am, and running/working sessions 

are held on the fourth Saturday of each month in the 

Clubrooms.  Clinics are also scheduled for the second 

Saturday of each month.  These include all facets of the 

hobby, drawing upon the particular knowledge of club 

members in their area of expertise. Organised activities are 

sometimes held on the fourth Saturday of the month.  Cold 

Drinks and Tea/Coffee are available in the clubrooms.  

Visitors are most welcome. 
 

 
 

February Meetings 
 

Donôt forget that the February meeting will held on the 

11
th
 February at the RMCQ Club Rooms at 2:00pm.  

 

A reminder to the Executive that their next meeting is on 

Wednesday 22
nd

 (I think) at 7:00pm at the RMCQ Club 

Rooms. 

 

 
 

Upcoming Shows & Events 
 

The next shows the club will be attending will start with 

the Brisbane Model Train Show at the RNA grounds in 

Brisbane. This will be the 35
th
 show in fact. 

 

Both HO and N layouts will be attending, as well at the 

Tall Timbers Tramway T-TRAK. All on the long weekend 

of 5/6/7 May. 

 

Next will be the DDMRCôs show up in Toowoomba in the 

weekend of 2/3 June. We hope to all be heading up for that 

one as well if we get in. 

 

Of course July will bring the Gold Coast Model Train 

Show on 21/22 July. 

 

28/29 will see AGMRC have their show over at Carina. 

 

Then we host our own show, so we actually do the work of 

running a show, on August 25 and 26. 

 

October 25/26 will then give us the Ipswich Model Train 

Sow out at Ipswich Workshops Museum. 
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Open Your Eyes         by Paul Kaluschke 

 

Telegraph poles ï the bane of the shutter bug whilst trying 

to take photos from a moving train. 

 

When traveling up through the Canadian Rockies, all 

along the trackside there are the old telegraph poles. They 

are no longer in use, but they are still there. Most of the 

way whilst crossing from one side of Canada to the other, 

telegraph poles abounded. 

 

Once, they were the veins for the communications for the 

railway and others, but there are other ways now. So the 

old poles are surplus to needs. There are a few that still 

might perform functions, but the majority no longer do. 

 

Many that are in those out of the way places, those that 

have no easy road access, so that means most of them, still 

have the wires on them. They are in various states of 

repair, some looking like they are still active, though not. 

Many have the wires drooped down into the ditches with 

poles at all sorts of angles, and others no longer have wires 

and some not even the cross arms. 

 

In some places they are now ripping them out since they 

are a bit of an eyesore for tourists and locals alike. It is a 

big project and will take many years to complete. 

 

Funny enough, I have not so many photos of them as you 

tend to delete those photos because ñthe pole got in the 

wayò. Hereôs one getting in the way of a shot of a frozen 

lake: 
 

 

But there are the odd one or two that gives ideas on how to 

make them or detail them for those modelling the older 

days or even the current ones with the poles still in place. 

 

Here is a photo of a farm and the pole jumped into the 

corner of the shot. There is not a single wire left on this 

four cross armed pole. 

 

 
 

Here is one up in Alaska that has a few strands of wire o it, 

but obviously not in use as they are dangling all over the 

ground and the pole is nearly ready to drop. 

 

 
 

When you look at telegraph poles, you will notice some 

have additional supports to keep them upright due to the 

land they are planted in. Top left of next page is one sitting 

on rock where back in the days it was planted they really 

didnôt dig it in far enough and hence some guy wires are 

used to help it stay upright. 

 

RMCQ Management Committee 
 

Bruce Harper       President  3264 5494 
 

Greg Beal       Vice-President          0407 079 094 
 

John Cloake       Secretary  3264 1770 
 

Paul Cummings       Treasurer  3358 2481 
 

John Kennedy            Exhibition Convenor 3351 0525 
 

Paul Kaluschke Committee Member 3224 5442 
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You want to build them across some pretty swampy 

ground ï ground that moves around a bit because it freezes 

and thaws a lot too as well as being wet for long periods? 

How about some tripods. 
 

 

 

How about 4 legs and cross bracing? 

 

 
 

 

 

N'Tranced Dream        by Paul Kaluschke 

 

If youse hadnôt heard, Iôve started thinking again on 

building my own layout. Mind you, I do this from time to 

time, yet so far nothing has eventuated. This time it might 

(maybe). So Iôve started a blog if anyone is interested in 

keeping track of my goings on. 

 

http://mixedpk.blogspot.com.au/ 

 

This was Saturday nightôs entry: 

 

You think you have it thought out and then someone 

makes a smartarse comment, only it is not a silly comment, 

it has merit and so you think about it. AND think about it 

and think about it. 

CONTRIBUTIONS  
 

Contributions to this magazine can be made to the Editorial 

Team in any of the following methods: - in writing (least 

preferred method) or in standard Word Processing product 

format on CD-ROM or DVD, via email, or they can be 

provided in hard copy form. The contributions can be in any 

form. They can be of book reviews, experiences, modelling 

projects, club news, prototype news or basically anything. 
 

Please address all submissions via one of the above 

methods to: - 
 

Paul Kaluschke  (PK) 

18 Merrett Avenue 

Zillmere QLD 4034 

Phone: 3224 5442 

Email: mixedbag@optusnet.com.au 

 

http://mixedpk.blogspot.com.au/
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Drawing based on maximization of trackage and only 50 cm baseboards. 

 

Then you realise, they actually have the better idea. 

 

Had the Old Cheese make such a comment. I almost just 

talked right over the top of her, but got thinking later that 

night and for the past few weeks. Oh, you are all probably 

wondering what this all is about? Well, it is about the 

positioning of the shed in my back yard. 

 

Originally I was placing it on the right side of my yard and 

I'd be able to have the doorway in the short wall. The 

comment was innocuous enough "Why not put it on the 

left side of the yard". Now after much deliberation it looks 

like I might actually do that. It might give a better layout 

for my backyard. But still more miles to travel before I 

make a solid decision. 

 

Now of course this minor change makes it that the 

doorway into the shed would have to be on the long wall 

so I can enter straight from my also yet to be built pergola. 

So I have been playing with my CAD program some more 

and refining the idea. This of course then meant a small 

change to the layout benchwork positioning and more 

thought on that line. 

 

My now even newer dilemma is that I am thinking that 

50cm wide benchtops might not really cut it for me. It does 

give an absolute maximum possible mainline run, but it 

does make it harder to make busy industry areas. I had also 

not catered for the standalone walls to support the second 

deck either. So in my next set of drawings I added in some 

walls and have also drawn myself up a new design based 

on 70cm wide benchtops to compare with. Now there you 

go, a little voice in my head just said, what if it were 60 cm 

wide benchtops? and so it continues. 

 

 
Drawing based on maximization of trackage and 70 cm baseboards. 

 

So if I have the 50 cm width, I still have aisles of 1 m 

width, but have pinch spots of 80 cm or less. If I go with 

my new design, all benchtops are 70 cm and all aisles are 1 

m with NO pinch points. I think this gives a better  
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operating environment even though I lose a little mainline 

length - but hey, this is N-scale, so I'm getting a pretty long 

mainline run anyway in this size shed (rough glance say I 

go from a single lap being 110 m down to it being 90 m). 

 

Mind you, I still have to go see the shed man and see what 

size I can make the shed anyway. AND I may ask for an 

extra 1 m width and bring the shed up to 12 m x 7 m in the 

end - time will tell. 

 

So the drawings youôve seen are based on 6 m x 12 m 

inside dimensions. Until I decide on the actual size of the 

shed, the layout of the baseboards etc is still pipe 

dreaming. 

 

 
 

Xmas Competition 

 

There werenôt as many entries this year as the last few 

years ï put it down to many being away I expect. Either 

way weôll be jazzing up the rules and regulations for the 

Competition for next year ï expect them out soon. 

 

So here are a few of the entries: 

 

 
 

Best Improved Kit + Judges Award went to Daniel Bella 

for his Loading Dock. The dock being a kit and the jib 

crane also a kit but drastically modified. 

 

If I recollect, Daniels entry was HO scale. 

 

 

 

 
 

Here is an N scale entry that made Most Popular Award. 

Dallas Quaife was our building of this entry for a Pile 

Driver circ 1890. It was all scratch built. 

 

 
 

Here is another from Dallas in N scale ï another scratch 

built item, being a twin tank water tower. 

 

 

Railway Modellers Club of Queensland Inc 
 

Post PO Box 5264 Brendale, QLD, 4500 

 

Rooms RMCQ Clubrooms, Buckley Park, 

Terrence Road, Brendale QLD 4500 
 

Web www.rmcq.mixedpk.com 
 

email rmcq@mixedpk.com 

 

http://www.rmcq.mixedpk.com/
mailto:rmcq@mixedpk.com
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The above entry [Coil Flat Container] and the one on the 

bottom of the previous page [Butter Box Container] were 

entered by Scooter (that Craig Mackie) and are of course 

fully scratch built and in HO scale. 

 

Of course weôd like to thank our Judge ï John Guest ï 

many thanks again John. 

 
 

Club Library News         by Paul Kaluschke 
 

This month weôve gotten in another good range of reading 

materials, these being some of them: 

 

Continental Modeller ï November issue. 

Continental Modeller ï December issue. 

Model Rail ï December issue. 

Model Railroad News ï October issue. 

Model Railroader ïDecember issue. 

Model Railroader ïJanuary issue. 

Motive Power ï Nov/Dec issue. 

Train Talk newsletter from DDMRC ï January issue. 

Unofficial Micro-Trains Release Report ï December issue. 

Unofficial Micro-Trains Release Report ï January issue. 

 

 
 

N Scale Convention for 2013 
 

 

The venue has been booked and 

its amenities are superb. Please 

check out the website and come 

and join us in 2013 for what 

will be a fantastic convention.  

More details will be added over 

time to the site as they become 

available, e.g. prices etc. 

 

 

The location for the convention will be Melbourne. 

 

The dates are Friday 12th - Sunday 14th April 2013 

 

* Display Layouts * Model Competitions 

* Clinics/Workshops * Trade Stands 

* Layout Tours * Bring and Buy Stands 

* Demonstrations * Convention Dinner 

 

We would love to hear from you and add you to the 

convention mailing list to keep you up to date with the 

development of the convention. Please send your name, 

address and email address to nscale2013@... (as found on 

the below website) 

 

Website: http://convention2013.nscale.org.au/ 

 

 
 

Modelling the Railways of Queensland 

Convention 
 

The Convention is held every two years in Brisbane and 

brings together modellers and railfans with an interest in 

Queensland's railways and tramlines. Attendees come from 

every state in Australia and occasionally from overseas. 

 

Essentially a one-day (Saturday) convention, events 

include clinics and other presentations, modelling 

demonstrations, layouts, trade stands and a group dinner. 

A visit to a local rail heritage attraction and/or local model 

railways typically occurs on the Sunday. 

 

The 2012 Convention will be Saturday, 4 August 2012, in 

the Evans Deakin Building, Mt Gravatt Showgrounds. 

This venue works well for modelling conventions, has 

ample parking and is handy to public transport. 

 

Website: http://qldrailheritage.com/mrqc/ 

 

http://convention2013.nscale.org.au/
http://qldrailheritage.com/mrqc/
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Dub Dub Dub            by Dallas Quaife 

 

Last month we showed some card stock sides that we 

found on eBay. Here some more. 

 

 

 
 

 
Quaker City Refrigerator Line. The first one is for 

"Brownies" brand oranges and some of the elf-like 

creatures are dancing across the side of the car, one is even 

pointing to the car number. 

 

901 "Galleon" brand citrus by Red Ball 

902 "Lemonade" brand lemons by Red Ball 

903 "Californian" brand lemons by Red Ball 

904 "Festival" brand lemons by Red Ball 

905 "Californian" brand oranges by Red Ball 

Redcliffe Travel 
For expert & professional advice 

on planning your next holiday 

 

* All Domestic & International Airfares  

* Package Holidays                     * Cruises 

* Rail (including pension vouchers) 

* Travel Insurance          * Coach 

* Foreign Exchange                     * Car Hire  

 

Contact fellow RMCQ Member Paul 

Phone  3284 5192    Fax:  3284 1991 
93 Redcliffe Parade, Redcliffe Qld 4020 

Email:   paul@redcliffeworldtravel.com.au 

 

 

 

mailto:paul@redcliffeworldtravel.com.au


Railway Modellersô Club of Queensland Inc.  The Semaphore Volume 21. No. 1 

 9 

 

906 - The first one is for "Handsum" brand oranges by Red 

Ball in 1920s Deco-style.  

907 "Venice Cove" brand oranges by Red Ball 

908 "Schooner" brand lemons by Red Ball 

909 "Scotch Lassie Jean" brand citrus by Red Ball 

910 "Tournament" brand citrus by Red Ball 

911 "Victory Garden" WW1 promotional reefer 

912 "ECO" brand oranges 

913 "Seedless Grapefruit" by National Orange Company 

of Riverside County 

 

 
914 "Vandalia" brand oranges with peacock 

915 "Washington" brand oranges shipped by Red Ball 

from Exeter, California 

916 "San Francisco" brand oranges by Levy & Zentner Co. 

917 "Shamrock" brand Sunkist oranges from Orange 

County 

918 "Speed Ball" brand carrots from California 

919 "Caledonia" brand oranges shipped by Red Ball from 

Platentia in Orange County, California 

 

Quaker City Refrigerator Express Line (QREX)  was 

founded by George Woodsmith, founder of Standard 

Equipment / Standard Tank Car Co, the world's largest 

producer of railroad tank cars before & after WW1. He 

was a former employee of General American Tank Car 

Corp (GATX / GARE), which built most of Quaker City's 

6000 plus reefer, tank & stockcars for them. General 

American bought out Quaker City in 1928 and changed 

QREX reporting marks to GARE in the mid-1930s. As of 

1927, Quaker City owned 6500 cars of which 2500 were 

reefers. Some companies that leased Qaker City and 

GARE cars, such as "Libby's" and "Berkshire Ham & 

Bacon" kept the same car number but used their own 

reporting marks. LMN&L for Libby's and MAHX for 

Miller And Hart's Berkshire brand. General American also 

bought out Union Refrigerator Transit Co (URTC), so a 

number of Quaker City's 40-foot reefers were built by 

URTC. Both GARE and URTC used all-metal "fish-belly" 

underframes with their wood reefers, which had wood 

sides, ends and roofs painted Tuscar brownish-red. Quaker 

City and General American painted as many billboard 

reefers for their customers as possible between February 

and July of 1934, when billboard reefers were outlawed by 

the FDR administration but previously painted cars were 

allowed to remain in service as is. 

 

Red Ball was a major shipper/distributor in the 1920s & 

1930s, their Red Ball logo can be found on colourful 

orange & lemon crate labels from all over California. The 

Red Ball company of Oregon (no relation) supplied HO 

traincar kits 1939-1959 using car sides printed on 

balsawood so the modeller would not have to mess with 

decals or dry transfers. Strombecker was another HO 

producer of the period, using cardstock printed car sides 

assembled onto simple wood kits. Simply cut balsa or 

basewood to the size of the ends and then glue on the 

printed cardstock sides. A one-sheet of their instructions 

will be included with your purchase, or you could just glue 

them to the sides of an existing 40' boxcar with Elmer's 

glue. Strombecker suggested putting a 3rd piece of wood 

in the centre to keep the sides from bowing, while Red 

Ball used solid wood sides. For N or Z scale, NMRA 

suggests simply cutting an entire piece of balsa wood to 

the size of a boxcar including the sloped roof. 

 

Or buy "junk" boxcars on EBay and glue these sides onto 

the sides, or even build your own boxcars and glue them to 

boxcar frames that come up for sale from time to time on 

Ebay with trucks and couplers already attached. Ordinary 

Elmer white glue or Testors wood cement should work just 

fine and give you plenty of time to position each side just 

right, these are not stickers. You could even buy plastic 

boxcar or reefer doors from another Ebay vender and glue 

them to the centre for more of a 3-d look, and/or attach 

metal-type scale ladders to the side. 

 

These would fit right in with any steam or early diesel-era 

layout. They are printed using an optical process, not made 

on a home computer printer. 

 

 

 

Holland & Holland  
 

Registered Tax Agents 

Licensed Securities Dealer  

Tax Return Preparation 
 

Electronic Lodgement Service 

for Fast Refunds 
 

Phone: (07) 3379 8233       679 Sherwood Rd, 

Fax (07) 3379 4946      Sherwood, QLD 4075 

or PO Box 172 Sherwood, QLD 4075 
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Name this Location        by Paul Kaluschke 

 

It was a close run race as to who got the location. But the 

winner was a strange beast. We could almost run a ñguess 

this manò competition. 

 

 
 

Yes, it is our own Darryl Dilger. Well, as the story goes, 

Darryl had printed out a hard copy of the last newsletter 

and was on his way into town by train. Heôd just gotten to 

the ñName this Locationò section when the corner of his 

eye twitched and guess what? 

 

His train was just going over a flyover when his shaggy 

haired brain put two and two together and he called me. He 

also took out his trusty mobile phone and sent in the 

evidence of what he was seeing. Yep, heôd guessed it by 

being there. 

 

The location of course was Bowen Hills in Brisbane ï the 

northern yard. 

 

 
 

 
 

Modelling Tips & Tricks by Walthers  
 

Pieces of the Past 
 

Old photos, maps and more often give us a tantalizing 

glimpse into the history of our favourite railroads. Many of 

us try to match a specific era, but you can imply your 

railroad has been around for much longer with a little 

creative modelling. 

 

If your railroad merged with another, older cars and locos 

can show up for many years afterwards. Today, new 

owners save time and money by "patching" equipment, 

painting over old reporting marks, stencilling the new 

owner's identification in their place, and putting the 

equipment right back on the road. Walthers PROTO 

 

Independent Licensee  

Dallas Quaife  
0421 707 781 

PO Box 354 
Kallangur Queensland 4503 

 

Phone (07) 3204 4072 
Fax      (07) 3204 6950 

dallasquaife@provincialhomeloans.com.au 
 

Dedicated to providing great service.  
 

www.provincialhomeloans.com.au  

mailto:dallasquaife@provincialhomeloans.com.au
http://www.provincialhomeloans.com.au/
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2000® series includes former Santa Fe GP60s (#920-

418000 & 418001 HO or #920-75400 & 920-75401 in N) 

in their original blue and yellow, but with new BNSF 

markings. 

 

Older structures are often a clue about the history of a 

railroad too. While roundhouses, sheds, coaling docks and 

more may be long-gone many stations are still standing. 

Some still serve their owning railroads, but others have 

been rebuilt as museums or local offices. In HO Scale, the 

Cornerstone Dinner Belle Station Restaurant (#933-3470) 

offers a fun and easy way to add a touch of the past to a 

contemporary setting. 

 

Old freight cars often go on to new careers with the 

owning railroad's maintenance-of-way department. Models 

such as Walthers 50-Ton USRA Gondola in MOW colours 

(#932-60203), Platinum Line AAR Flatcar (#920-42104), 

or 10,000-Gallon Tank Car (#920-42204) can be a direct 

link to the past on a modern HO layout. 

 

Take a look at walthers.com a well as the current HO or 

N&Z Reference Books for more models and ideas that can 

bring the past into the present on your railroad. 

 

 
 

Sam the Answer Man from Kadee 
 

This article is from Kadee and is their January issue of the 

Sam the Answer Man series. 

 

ñThat's right FUN" 
 

We hope that all of you have had a very Merry Christmas 

and are having a great New Year. I'm assuming everyone 

has practiced writing "2012", you have the next 12 months 

to get it right. Now you have all the Christmas decorations 

put away, the New Years party cleaned up, the relatives 

sent off, and the kids are back in school it's time to get 

back to some model railroading. With big smiles on our 

faces, we now get out all our new model railroad stuff and 

begin a new year of fun and I emphasize the word "FUN". 

That's right FUN, not just enjoyment but FUN. No matter 

your level of model railroading this hobby is FUN. If you 

find that you're not having fun then you need to take a step 

back and ask why not. I'm sure there are parts of this 

hobby that you may not enjoy as much as others. It will 

help greatly to find that fun if you keep focused on the big 

picture and what you're really trying to accomplish and 

how it fits into that big picture then develop a sense of 

pride of what you have accomplished. Building confidence 

and skills is really enjoyable and fun and is usually a result 

of hanging in there and just doing it. One of the many 

things I see some modellers have fun with is "sharing" 

their enthusiasm, skills, and experience with others. I see a 

lot of this at train shows where the modellers are 

interacting with other attendees and especially when they 

are helping people who are new to the hobby or the 

smiling kids who are having the time of their lives and I 

mean having FUN. 

 

We'll be attending the Amherst Train Show at the end of 

this month, 28th and 29th, in West Springfield, MA where 

modellers of every level will be buying, selling, looking, 

visiting, learning, sharing, and having fun. It's one of the 

biggest shows in the country and has its own unique style 

unlike most other shows. Hopefully, after that we'll be 

attending the World's Greatest Hobby Show in Portland, 

OR on February 25th and 26th. There are several WGH 

Shows in various locations around the country and these 

shows are meant to promote the model railroading hobby 

and introduce it to kids and adults. These guys usually put 

on a really good show that helps build interest in this 

hobby. 

 

Then hopefully if time and costs allow we'll attend the 

NMRA National Train Show in Grand Rapids, MI in July. 

 

If you are able to attend these shows as well as many 

others around the country I'm sure if you really tried you'll 

be able to have a great deal of good old fashioned FUN. 

 

 
 

Cassino Capers            by Craig Mackie 

 

Week Ending with a Running Session (29 Jan) 
 

A few different things occurred this week on the modelling 

front.  On Australia Day I spent some time in the shed in 

the afternoon. Although I'm way off laying track in this 

area, I was deciding how to make the point up for sending 

the standard gauge traffic into Loco Pilly, but have the 

dual gauge traffic head around the other fork on the main 

line. I was looking at a medium radius Peco point and 

working out if I could add an extra rail just next to the frog 

to make it dual gauge. Iôm not sure I can scratch build one 

of these. I will continue to look at this and we will see if I 

can build one when track work eventually gets up to this 

area. 

 

I set up a really old PC in the shed, that was previously 

used by the kids for their access to educational games for 

the last few years, before it was replaced by a newer one. 

This PC must be at least 10 years old. But from the shed I 

can install the wireless USB dongle in the PC and it can 

talk to the wireless Internet in the house. So eventually I 

RMCQ Layout Coordinators  
 

Bruce Harper  HO Exhibition Layout 
 

Bruce Harper  HO Permanent Layout 
 

Kevin Maizey  HO New Permanent Layout 
 

Paul Kaluschke  N Exhibition Layout 
 

Paul Kaluschke  N Permanent Layout 
 

John Cloake  U Drive Layout 
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will install a previously downloaded JMRI version and 

connect it to my Power Pro 5 Amp System which is right 

next to the PC. This PC is old enough to have a serial port 

on board. I was looking for a Serial cable to connect the 

PC to the NCE command station. But I could not find one. 

I thought I would have to use my Serial to USB cable that 

I use on my netbook to connect to the NCE Command 

station. However, during the week I checked eBay and 

found one for $3.99 posted from Hong Kong. How good 

was that! 

 

I had Friday off this week to make it a really long 

weekend. So about 3:30pm in the arvo I decided to go to 

the shed. I had previously been down to Bunnings to pick 

up two brackets to hang the next piece of baseboard from 

the wall. This is where Clapham Yard will be installed. I 

just happened to have a piece of pine that is 240mm x 

19mm x 2.4m. So I now have decided I will have 4 tracks 

in this yard. This will give me somewhere to store another 

train or two, one narrow gauge train and one or two 

standard gauge trains. I think I will use it to just keep my 

rail train off the layout proper and also move a train that 

Iôve had sitting in Cassino yard for about the last 6 months 

and not moving anytime soon. This next baseboard section 

was installed on Friday afternoon and joined up on the left 

hand side to the incline out of Acacia Ridge Yard. It will 

take a few months for me to install the track in this area, 

but I may add more baseboard between now and then, as 

the frame extends further north. I think I will use the 

technique as documented in the latest AMRM that covers 

photo scenery and backscene photographs. This technique 

will work very well along this whole line. 

 

Saturday this week was a scheduled running day.  The 

weather leading up the day was shocking and it certainly 

rained quite a lot while we were running trains.  I had 8 

guys turn up to run with Lefty and Son to have a gander.  

The timetable started 5 hours or so into the normal 

timetable.  As usual trains started running late after a few 

hiccups.  I was North Coast Control and Brendan was the 

Yard Master.  On the whole trains ran pretty smoothly, 

except that NL1 lost a bogie heading into the helix, three 

wagons were playing up on the Banana Train on its way to 

Murwillumbah, we had a dodgy coupler on a 48 class loco 

(I thought I fixed that last time) and the odd derailment of 

a wagon or two.  We certainly got into a predicament at 

Lismore where we had some crosses of trains and they 

didn't fit into the loops.  The text on the individual 

timetable cards said that the cross was to be at Lismore, 

while the timetable graph had the cross occurring at Old 

Cassino.  I will need to fix that.  We also had one of our 

shunt trains not shunting on its progression north and when 

it got to Murwillumbah it was not in the correct siding 

when two other trains were due to arrive.  Argh!!!!!!! 

Some major shunting manoeuvres were undertaken to fix 

this us. 

 

We had two first time timetable operators and basically the 

rest were normal crew.  I think we all had fun, but I get 

stressed when the timetable does not work as planned.  I 

will be making changes to the timetable this week to fix 

the issues identified.  The new crew handled the staff 

machines and the headsets pretty well. I thought I would 

show you some photos from the session (I went AWOL a 

few times from my post to get these photos). 

 

 
 

This is the first time a train has run through to Nammoona 

Ballast Siding to load sheep and cattle, hence this is the 

first official cross at this location. 

 

 
 

At Fairy Hill Loop, adjacent to Fairy Hill Farm, a cross 

occurs with the Morning Mountain Goat service over 

taking a down container service to Acacia Ridge.  This 

time the goat is a 620/720 set. 
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Farther north at Kyogle NL2 is awaiting the same 

northbound container to clear the section before 

proceeding towards Cassino. 
 

 
 

A view of the landscape north of Fairy Hill Loop.  The 

local farm has a few cattle.  The farmer has rigged a tyre in 

the tree for his son to use as a swing.  Occasionally when 

I'm not looking, a few cattle take the jeep for a spin and 

smash it into the tree.  A lot of fencing needs to be 

complete here. 
 

 
 

Looking over peninsulas, we can see the local empty fruit 

train heading north towards Acacia Ridge.  It is seen 

running through the Running Creek Tunnels.  It has just 

emerged from Border Tunnel on the right in the distance. 
 

 
Some of the crew (What, who me?) - Darryl, Brendan, 

Darren and Paul. 

 
 

What the crew were actually looking at above.  We set up 

a Cathode Ray Oscilloscope in the section to check the 

DCC signal.  It didn't look that bad - well at least to me.  

Others more knowledgeable may like to comment. 

 

 
 

HO Scale Clubroom Layout Update  
          by Kevin Maizey 

 

For those following the progress on the yahoo group will 

realise that a lot has been said. 

 

For those that are interested I am holding an informal 

meeting prior to the Feb meeting at 1:00pm to have a chat 

about where we go from here. 

 

I have a list of those members who have stated that they 

are interested in being part of the layout construction team 

but I have not been able to get to all members as yet. For 

those that I have missed I will be chasing you up. 

Understandably, not all members are interested in the 

layout and nobody is under any pressure to participate if 

not interested.  

 

The initial purchase of wood required for the layout has 

been delivered and is in the workshop/trailer area.   

 

Bob Perren has been busy making curved templates of 

various radii to assist in track planning. 

 

Bob intends to make a couple of bench modules and have 

these available prior to the next meeting. To allow the 

installation of the modules the mock-ups will be pulled 

down. 

 

The folder (red cover) in the layout area has been updated 

with the latest correspondence, emails etc. for anybody to 

look at and all comments, even the bad ones, will be taken 

into account. 

 

IDEAS, IDEAS, IDEAS, We still need track design ideas 

to make this layout work. If you have an idea, let us know. 
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N Scale Exhibition Layout Update 
     by Paul Kaluschke 

 

If you have email, then youôd definitely be up to date on 

this one as the Nôers are using email as the 

communications path for this one. But for those not on 

electronic media, here is an update of where we are with 

the new front and back modules for the N Scale Exhibition 

layout. 

 

All the module blanks have been built. 

 

The old back modules have been stripped of track and 

wiring and new fold up legs added. 

 

Legs on the corner modules have been cut down to the 

new height for the layout. 

 

The left hand corner modules will for now keep their old 

legs, but the right hand corner modules will now use only 

2 legs per module and will use the hinge method to 

connect to their respective front or back modules. 

 

As can be seen in the drawing on the left, the track design 

and scene has been mooted, played with and we think is 

now doable. 

 

There will of course still be changes as we go, but I think 

all the main items are sorted and can now be worked on. 

One outstanding item is of course buildings for the Light 

Industry and Town. We found a couple in the cupboard, so 

one of the guys has taken them home to build. As soon as 

we get them back we can position them and see what can 

be done. We will still need more buildings, so ideas please 

ASAP. 
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The picture at the bottom right of the previous page shows 

the rough out of the entrance/exit of the fiddle yard. The 

pictures shows about ½ of a module, so you can see that 

the shortest train that will be able to be parked in any of 

the 9 sidings of the 3 module fiddle yard, will be about 4 

metres in length!  

 

The track spacing is 50 mm between centres for this yard ï 

so all our big fat fingers will have plenty of room to 

manoeuvre. 

 

The points and flex track have now also been purchased 

from our LHS (Austral Modelcraft), as well as the cork for 

the roadbase. 

 

Rob has also dropped off a pile of 70 mm Styrofoam 

which will do us very nicely for the front modules. 

 

Last Wednesday and Saturday saw a pile of action by the 

N scale blokes with some heading off many times to pick 

up parts for the layouts (Treasurer is in for a bill at the 

next meeting I bet!), some finishing off cleaning the fiddle 

yard modules of the last of the old scenery, some building 

the legs and such; the drop saw saw heavy use shortening 

all the legs ï it was all pure co-ordinated chaos.  

 

 
 

N Scale Clubroom Layout Update 
     by Paul Kaluschke 

 

If you can put 2 and 2 together and make 5, then you 

probably already figured that if the Exhibition Layout is 

pulled down and being worked on, then there is no way 

you could be running on it, so then that means the 

Permanent Layout must be working (we hope) ï and it is. 

 

The guys have been running trains successfully for a week 

now with no major complaints so far. In fact with all the 

scenery work in the last few months on the layout, it is 

looking pretty good when a train runs around it all. 

 

The bridges are now all in place except for the front one 

which is still the old temporary plywood one. The new 

stone bridge still needs a few more arches built and details 

and then weôll be almost ready to install it too ï but the 

Exhibition Layout will be our focus for the next 4 months. 

 

 
 

There is now some water under the bridge and green 

shrubs and trees around the river. Weôve used the 

Woodland Scenics ñRealistic Waterò which is a one part 

liquid. Not bad ï but we did find out you need to SEAL 

EVERYTHING otherwise you use a LOT of it. This of 
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course would apply to just about any brand of water ï it 

will find cracks, holes and if you put too much gravel 

down, youôll need a lot of water to fill all those air gaps 

and holes. 

 

 
 

 
 

The back right corner has also made a lot of progress and 

is now glued into place and sceniced up. In fact the static 

grass has been applied all over the front of that corner too, 

so it matches in with the grassed areas on its left. 

 

There is of course still a bunch of trees and shrubs to add 

to the area, but for now it will do. Once th Exhibition 

Layout is up and running again, then we can do more work 

on the Permanent Layout ï or maybe weôll just have a rest. 

 

A small dam is now in place and has water in it. We just 

need to add the tail end of a pipe or two into the culvert to 

finish that bit off. The overflow for the dam has swamp 

grasses and water applied where necessary. If you squat 

down in the afternoon you can catch the light reflecting 

nicely off the rocks as the water babbles across them. 

 

For the swamp grasses we used those tufts you can buy 

pre-done. You can make your own if you have a static gun 

and the inclination, but I found the power of the wallet 

allowed me to purchase one of each colour and length I 

needed and then I have a nice pallet to work with to create 

some eye candy around the place. 
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Shopping with Peter           by PK 

 

Our remote Tuesday Nighter Peter Hamey (fellow N 

Scaler) has been busily working on his own layout as well 

as finding out what other sources of bits that are out there 

for the model railway enthusiast. 

 

It appears heôs been following his missus around as he 

now seems to frequent a place called Spotlight a fair bit. Is 

there a special corner in there that all the modellers 

congregate at when dragged down there by their wives? 

 

So Peter has found some very usable bits for his 

modelling. The first item he has for us is called Play 

Jewels (Gabby ï not Play with Your Jewels!) Peter is using 

them to make signs atop of buildings e.g. HOTEL, POOL , 

etc.  These are little white blocks about 6mm a side. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The Teeny Stickers (above) Peter used for Loco numbers 

& signs (comes in white on black & black on white). 

 

Peter uses some Jewellery Stringing (actually 1 mm wire) 

comes in colour black & brass/gold for load tie downs, 

 

 
 

 

The Bobble Fringe as pictured on the top of the next page 

is for use as small shrubs. 
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The metal mesh is a little over size for N but is ideal for 

HO or larger. 

 

 
 

All products except the metal mesh were purchased at 

Spotlight for under $5each 
 

 
 

Clubrooms Update 
 

Weôve made a run to the tip and gotten rid of the old 

brown lounge chairs. In their place is a pair of white 

leather chairs and a small table all sitting on a nice thick 

pile rug. 

 

These chairs are soooooooooooo comfortable you go to 

sleep looking at them. 

 

 
 

Cutoff Date for Articles for Next Issue 
 

Just so everyone knows, the cutoff date for the receipt of 

articles, reports, pictures, advertisements and such for the 

March issue of Semaphore will be 11:30pm on Saturday 

the 3
rd
 of March.  

 

But there is still the February issue to come out so 

somewhere between now and then would seem good for 

input to that issue. 

Peterôs Progress             by Peter Hamey 

 

To show that I donôt sit around drinking all day and 

perving, here is what my N Scale Fishing Wharf scene has 

progressed to so far. There is still more fine detail to go, 

but you can see it now. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 


